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ADDITIONAL SECRETARY (API'S OFFICE 






The letter from Joint Secretary and DG f National Museum asks for a list 
of contents inside the packet. I have gone through many lengthy notes. I 
have seen, description of items contained in the packet. I would like LCL 
Section to look at the various notes and let me know which is the final and 
complete list of items. Thereafter, information can be cocrmunicated to 
Shri Ashok Vajpeyi. 






* 






<s^~ 


( ISHRAT AZIZ ) 
ADDITIONAL SECRETARY (AD) 
18.10.1994 
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The inventory, , referred to by /former Director 
( Estt ) , Shri K.P. Balakrishnan in his note dated October 9, 
1978, was to have been prepared by national Museum. It was 
to be sent fa® by Director, National Museum to Addl. Secy. 
Department of Culture. A copy was also to have been 
endorsed to us . 


2. 

us . 


It appears that the copy of inventory never came to 


3. It may be pointed out here that on instructions of 

PM, Netaji's treasure was opened’ on 9.10.78 at National 
Museum and the list of items is at ,F/Z . 


Submitted please. 



A 


x 

( Goutam Gupta ) 
Section Officer(NGO) 
October 25, 1994 .' 
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by Shri Asblsb Roy, Point No. 2 made by him was 
the fact that the Japanese Government had confirmed 
Netaji's death and this report existed in the archives 
of our Embassy in Tokyo. On F.S.'s instructions, 
we had written to our Ambassador -vide SI. No. 18 
and requested for a copy of the Japanese Government 
report, • if it existed, in the files of our Embassy 
in Tokyo. 

3. Our Ambassador in reply (SI. ,No.20) ( Flag 

' Z ' ) had stated that in response to a query • by 

the' Embassy to Gaimusho, the latter had sent a letter * 

dated 24 July, 1956 informing that the cremation, 
permit in the name of Mr. Okura is believed to be' 1 
that of Mr. Subbash Chandra Bose. Our Ambassador 
enclosed a copy of Gaimusho' s letter dated 24 July 
1956 as well as a copy of the Death Certificate 
of Mr. Ichiro Okura. 



- 8 - 

9 

The draft is in order and may be issued. 

* 

However, the reply to PMO dated 22.8.94 (SI. 6 on 
file 25/14/^0-52) is not really satisfactory. The action 
which has x>een taken on Mr. Ray's letter is in actual fact 
the same in AP Division's note dated 20.9.94 on file 
C/551/12/93-JP of AP Division. A clean copy of that note 
needs to be sent to PMO, together with the letter from 
Ambassador Tokyo dated 27.7.94 with enclosures. i Kindly do 
the needful oXyo . 


r : J , a a • 
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( lU-'Sr iniva s an ) 
Foreign Secretary 
13.11.1994 
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JS< AP) ' s Office 


Ref. Renkoji temple and Neta j i ' 5 aslie'.. 

Ac. dim IimI hy FS, I spoke to our CDA in Tokyo, 
who has replied as follows : 

” The assistance beipg extended for maintaining 
a certain portion of the temple is adequate and its 
coni i i nun ii e is necessary. No change in this assistance 
is needed at present. 

• It mav be emphasised here that the form of 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) ^ 
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This refers to the old controversy regarding 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. From time to time, 
various articles have appeared in the Soviet/Russian 
press insinuating, though without any actual proof, 
that Netaji in fact stayed/was incarcerated in the 
Soviet Union after 1945. 

2 . Since the matter is of considerable public 
interest, we had taken up the matter with the Russian 
authorities through our Embassy in Moscow. In 
January, 1992, we had received a disclaimer from the 
Russian Foreign Ministry to the effect that "according 
to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the 
former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose,, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 and thereafter." Subsequently, in March, 1994, 
the Russian Foreign Ministry had sent us a non-paper 
refining the above statement to say that "according to 
the daba of the central archives of the former USSR 
and the Russian archives, no evidence of stay of the 
former President of the Indian National Congress, 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 or in subsequent years, had been found." 








3. Pursuant to a pooperation Agreement signed 
between the Asiatic Society of Calcutta and the 
Institute of Oriental Studies, Academy of Sciences of 
the Russian Federation, a group of scholars had 
visited Moscow last year to research this issue. 
Again, while no proof of Netaji' s stay in the Soviet 
Union was adduced, it was mentioned that a number of 
personalities whom the' team met "had suggestive words 
to ventilate", and that "the people of this country 
and all over the globe are very much interested to 
know about the cloud that had been created around 
Netaji concerning Russia." 

4. The Asiatic Society's team came to the 
conclusion that it would be essential to consult the 
KGB archives to conclusively set the controversy at 
resCT "But one point is clear that unless the 
Ministry of External Affairs of our Government prevail 
upon the Russian authorities to allow our scholars 
acceps to KGB archives it is absolutely impossible for 
the scholars to pursue the matter further either of 
this cduntry or of scholars of Russia." 

* 

5. ' It may be mentioned that there are broadly 
three kinds of archives which may be of relevance. 
Papers relating to the Stalinist period (KGB archives) 
are kept separately and have so far not been accessed 



2 
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by foreign and even Russian scholars, with the 
exception perhaps of very limited and selected 
scholars like the late historian Volkogonov, who has 
published biographies of Lenin and Stalin on this 
basis. Papers relating to the post-Stalinist period 
fall into two categories - governmental and Central 
Committee/Politburo (these are again kept separately) . 
The Russian Foreign Ministry's Note Verbale suggests 
that their disclaimers about Netaji may be based 
essentially on perusal of these latter archives. 


It would be unrealistic for us to expect the 


6 . 


Russian authorities to allow our scholars access to 


KGB archives. What we can do is to request the 


Russian authorities to conduct a search into these 
archives and let us know if there is any evidence of 
Netaji' s stay in the Soviet Union. 


It is recommended that we may request our 


7. 


Ambassador in Moscow to make a suitable demarche to 
the Russian authorities on the above linep. 



(R.L. Narayan) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
January 12, 1996 
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No._9^"g / JS ( EE ) /96 
Ministry of External Affairs 
((Europe East Division) 



Placed below is a letter addressed to PM by Shri 
Pradip Bose regarding material on Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose available in Russia. PMO have sought the comments 
of the Ministry' of External Affairs. 

2. The MEA has, in fact, formally approached the 
Russian Government for information regarding the veracity 
of press reports which have appeared from time to time on 
the presence of Netaji in the erstwhile Soviet Union 
after 1945. The.Russian Government has informed us that, 
on checking theix records, they do not have any evidence 
to this effect. A copy of the Note Verbale^from the 
Russian Foreign Ministvj is enclosed. 

i 

3. It may be mentioned that, recently, Shri Ashish Ray, « 
grandson of Netaji* s elder brother, had addressed a press 
conference in Delhi at which he had released a copy of 
the Russian Note asserting this position. The Russian 
Ambassador Drukov was 'also present at the presB 
conference and had confirmed the ^uthencity of the 
Russian Note. A copy of the statement made by Ambassador 
Drukov is also enclosed. 

4. v Pursuant to an Agreement signed between the Asiatic 
Society of Calcutta and the Institute of Oriental Studies 
in Moscow, scholars of the Asiatic Society had recently 
researched Russian historical material on Netaji. A copy 
of an article in the Pioneer v (14 September, 1995 ) 
detailing their findings is enclosed. 

5. It would appear that: 

i) The Asiatic Society scholars have unearthed no hard 
evidence of Netaji’s stay in the Soviet Union after 
1945. 

ii) They have referred to certain secret KGB files and 
Presidential archives in which this information is 
supposedly available; and 

iii) They have requested Government of India to make a 
formal request to the Russian Government for access 
to these files. 

i 

6. - Dr Bose has gone a step further and has requested 
Government of India to seek access to these files for 
the scholars of the Asiatic Society.- 

7. It would be appreciated that no country in the world 
would permit access by foreign governments, let alone 
scholars from foreign countries, to its intelligence 
files. We have no evidence that such files exist; on 
the contrary, the Russian Government has categorically 
told us that they have no evidence in their archives that 
Netaji was in the* USSR after 1945. 
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8. The Russian Government has no reason to hide any 
information which it may have on the subject, since it 
was the Soviet Union, which it disowns, which was 
responsible for any action in this regard. 

9. In the circumstances, it is felt that it would not 
be appropriate for Government of India to make a formal 
request to the Russian Government to open their 
KGB/Presidential archives to the Asiatic Society 
scholars. This would amount to our disbelieving the 
Russian Government’s categorical and official statement 
on the subject. 


77 
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( R . L . Narayan ) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
7.3.1996 
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N o TT~ 3 2_ /JS(EE)/96 
Ministry of External Affairs 
(Europe East Division) 


Reference letter addressed to EAM from the Acting 
General Secretary of the Asiatic Society, placed below 
at FR, requesting MEA to take up with the Russian 
Government the issue of access to certain archives for 
research purposes. 

2. By way of background, it may be mentioned that 
the Asiatic Society and the Russian Oriental Institute 
had entered into a cooperative agreement for 
facilitating research into Indo-Russian relations. The 
Asiatic Society had thereafter sent a three-member 
team to Moscow to gather information relating to 
Indo-Russian relations from 1917-47. The Asiatic 
Society feels that, in order to complete this 
research, they would need access to the Presidential 
Archives, the Archives of the Foreign Security Service 
and the Archives of the Array General Staff. 

3. It would not be appropriate for us as a 
Government to seek access to these archives. The 
Presidential Archive contains the proceedings of 
Politburo meeting^. The Archives of the Foreign 
Security Services are part of the KGB Archives. The 
Archives of the Army General Staff are also security 
and intelligence related archives. > 

4. Access to these archives has been given by the 
Russian Government on a highly selective basis to one 
or two reputed scholars, like the Russian historian, 
General Volkogonov, and the US academic, Richard 
Pipes, who have thereafter published works on Lenin 
(an^ Stalin) based on this material. The main purpose 
of these works has been to directly implicate these 
founders of the USSR, Lenin in particular, with the 
terror of the Soviet period. These biographies, 
therefore, serve a definite political purpose as far 
as the present Russian Government is concerned. 


5. Obviously, no Government in the world can be 
expected to throw open its secret archives for general 
research, on the basis suggested by the Asiatic 
Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for the 
Government of India to seek access to these archives, 
which have not been declassified so far. We would, if 
nothing else, be embarrassed were a similar request, 
on the basis of reciprocity, to be made to us by the 
Russian Government at a later stage. 

6. It may also be mentioned that, after the Asiatic 
Society scholars had returned from Moscow last year, 
they had given interviews to the? Indian press 
indicating that, on the basis of the archives which 
they had examined, they had found evidence that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was alive in the Soviet Gulag 
after the air crash in which it is generally accepted 
that he died in 1945. This led to questions in our 
Parliament. At that time, we had again taken up the 
question of Netaji* s supposed survival with the 
Russian Government. The Russian Government had, 
formally and in writing, reiterated what they had told 
us earlier, namely that there is no evidence 
whatsoever in > their archives to support any 
speculation regarding Netaji *s presence in the Soviet 
Union after 1945. 

7. In view of the above background, it may be safely 
surmised that the Asiatic Society wants access to 
these secret archives essentially in order to go on a 
fishing expedition in search of material on Netaji, 
which, its scholars have convinced themselves, exists 
in these archives. Indeed, Shri Pradip Bose, who is a 
relative of Netaji, 'had written to the former PM last 
year seeking access to these archives precisely in, 
order to further such research. These papers, which 
are held in NGO, are placed below at flags "A" and "B" 
respectively . 

i 

8. Our seeking to obtain access to these classified 
archives on behalf of the Asiatic Society, after the 
Russian Government has repeatedly and formally told us 
that they have no evidence of Netaji having been in 
the Soviet Union after 1945 can therefore be easily 
misunderstood by the Russian side. From the present 
perspective of Indo-Russian relations, such a request 
would serve no positive purpose, but could well have 
a negative impact. , In any case, it would not be 
appropriate for the Government of India to seek access 


e 


3 


i: 


\s j ; 



to these highly classified and security and 
intelligence related documents, based on nothing more 
substantial than an Agreement! between two non- 
governmental organisations. 


9. In response to the present letter to EAM, we may 
a,dvise the Asiatic Society to continue to seek access 
to these archives through the Institute of Oriental 
Studies, their counterpart organisation in Russia. 
This letter could issue at my, level. 






(R.L. Narayan) 
Joint Secretary (EE) 
18.11.1996 
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RAJYA SABHA . 

STARRED QUESTION NO. 174 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 10 DECEMBER 1998 


Request of Asiatic Society for access to President’s Archives. Moscow 

*174. SHRI JOYANTA ROY: Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased 


to state: 


(a) whether it is a fact that on a request from the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, 
his Ministry showed reluctance to approach the Government of Russian 
Federation to make access of the researchers of the Asiatic Society to KGB and 
the President's Archives, Moscow; and 

(b) If so, the reasons therefor? 



. ^0 (SHRI ATAL B1HAR1 VAJPAYEE ) 



r 

a) and (b) The Asiatic Society, Calcutta, addressed a letter dated 15 November 


1996 to the Minister of External Affairs requesting that an approach be 


made to the Government of the Russian Federation to permit access by its 
scholars to "the President's Archive, Archives of Foreign Security Service 
and the Archives of Army General Staff'. In response it was conveyed to 
the Asiatic Society on 26 November 1996 that the archives to which access 
was being sought were essentially intelligence and security related archives 
which have not been declassified. Asiatic Society, Calcutta, was advised to 
continue to make efforts to obtain information on Indo-Russian relations 

i 

through its counterpart organisation, the Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Moscow. 
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Ra jya Sabha Starred Question No. 174 

for rep l y on IQ Dec em b er 1 99 8 


Note for Supplementaries 


1. The Asiatic Society, Calcutta, addressed a letter dated 15 November 
1996 (Text at F/E) to EAM requesting that an approach be made to the 
Government of the Russian Federation to permit access by its scholars to "the 
President's Archive, Archives of Foreign Security Service and the Archives of 
Army General Staff'. It mentioned that such access was required for research 
purposes in order to complete and bring out a volume on Indo-Russian 
Relations during the period 1917-1947, as per an agreement between the 
Asiatic Society, Calcutta, and the Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow. 

2. With the approval of then EAM, Shri I.K. Gujral, it was conveyed to the 
Asiatic Society vide MEA letter No. 4075/JS(EE)/1996 of 26 November 1996 
(Text at F/F) that the archives to which access was being sought were 
"essentially intelligence and security related archives which have not been 
declassified". Asiatic Society, Calcutta, was advised to "continue to make 
efforts to obtain information on Indo-Russian relations through its counterpart 
organisation, the Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow." 

3. While considering the response to be made to Asiatic Society, Calcutta, 
it was felt that it would not be appropriate for Government of India to seek 
access to the archives as requested. The Presidential Archives contains the 
classified proceedings of Politburo meetings. Archives of the Foreign Security 
Services are part of the KGB Archives. Archives of the Army General Staff are 
also security and intelligence related archives. (Access to these archives has in 
the past been given by the Russian Government on a highly selective basis to a 
very few reputed scholars, like Russian historian General Volkogonov and US 
academic Richard Pipes, who thereafter published works on Lenin and Stalin 
based on this material. The main purpose of those works was to directly 
implicate those USSR leaders with the terrors of the Soviet period and those 
biographies served a definite political purpose for the Russian Government.) 

4. It was also felt that no Government can be expected to throw open its 
secret archives for general research, on the basis suggested by the Asiatic 
Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for Government of India to seek 
access to archives that have not' been declassified so far. Moreover, we too 
could be embarrassed if a similar request, on the basis of reciprocity, be made 
to us at some stage by the Russian Government. 
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5. While unstated, the underlying reason for this PQ pertains to the efforts 
by the Asiatic Society, Calcutta, to determine whether Netaji survived the air 
crash in Taiwan in 1945 and thereafter made his way to the Soviet Union. 

6. After the Asiatic Society scholars returned from Moscow in 1995, they 
had given press interviews indicating that, on the basis of the archives they had 
examined, they had found evidence that Netaji was alive in the Soviet Gulag 
after the air crash of 1945. The issue was raised in our Parliament. We again 
took up the question of Netaji's presence in Russia with the Russian 
Government. The ( Russian Government formally reiterated what they had 
conveyed to us earlier, namely, that there is no evidence whatsoever in their 
archives regarding Netaji's presence in the Soviet Union after 1945. 

7. Our seeking to obtain access to classified archives on behalf of the 
Asiatic Society, after the Russian Government has repeatedly and formally told 
us that they have no evidence of Netaji having been in the Soviet Union after 
1945, would also have been misunderstood by the Russian side. In any case, it 
would not have been appropriate for Government of India to seek access to 
highly classified security and intelligence related archives, based on nothing 
more substantial than an Agreement between two non-govemmental 
organisations. 

8. Details of the formal and categorical responses received from the 
Russian authorities on Netaji’s possible presence in the USSR following the air 
crash in Taiwan in August 1945 are given below: 

• Vide its Note Verbale No. 2/YuA dated 8 January 1992 the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed in response to official 
approaches made by the Embassy of India, Moscow that “according to the 
data available in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 

whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of Indian 

National Congress. Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 

1945 and thereafter” . 

• Vide Note Verbale No. 73/YuA dated 27 October 1995, the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed that " as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 

Security Service of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and 

Perusal of Documents oLModern History, no information whatsoever has 

come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the* 

ormer USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”. Note: The Federal Security 

Se rvice is the successor to the NKVD/KGB. Forwarding the Note Verbale, 
Ambassador Kotov, I lead of the Third Asia Department in the Russian 
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& 


MFA, categorically asserted that “we can be sure that Netaji has never set 
foot on Russian soil” and that "extensive research carried out upon the latest 
request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this effect." 

i 

• Vide letter no. 22672 dated 15 October 1996 the Chief of Central Archives 
of the Russian Ministry of Defence stated in answer to a letter from a Shri 
L. Joychandra Singh that “there are no records with the Central Archives of 
the._Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation about' the Catastrophe in 

August 1945 and death of Commander-in-Chief of the Indian National 

Army Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose” . This was forwarded to Embassy of 
India, Moscow vide Russian Ministry of Defence Note Verbale No. 1843 of 
28 October 1996. Subsequently, vide Note Verbale No. 547 dated 20 March 
1997 the Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation requested that Shri L. Joychandra Singh be informed in 
response to a second letter he had addressed to the Central Archives of the 
Russian Ministry of Defence that “In reply to this repeated query, the 
Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence (CAMP) of the Russian 

Federation has pointed out that there is no other data relating to the fate of 

Subhahs Chandra Bose besides the information conveyed to you vide letter 

No. 1843 dated October 28. 1996 (enclosing No. 2/22672 of the CAMD”. 

9. It may also be pointed out that Embassy of India, Moscow, has extended 
assistance to Asiatic Society, Calcutta, to gain access to material that has been 
declassified and to secure information through the Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Moscow. 


****** 


PRIORITY NO. 

Chronological background 

1. Shri Chitta Basu, MP, had written to then PM Rajiv Gandhi in April 1987 
about the presence of archival material in the Czech Academy of Sciences. 
In 1988, he wrote to USSR President Gorbachev on the subject. On March, 
1990, "The Hindustan Times" quoted Dr. Yurlova, a scholar at the Institute 
of Oriental Studies, as mentioning that Soviet scholars were in possession of 
documents on Netaji. On 9 April 1990, in response to a PQ, an assurance 
was given that “efforts will be made to obtain either the original papers or 
their copies so that they could be studied”. Shri Samar Guha, MP further 
took up the matter with then EAM in May 1990. 

2. On 21 May 1990 the Embassy of India in Moscow wrote to the USSR 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs requesting it to explore the possibility of 
transferring relevant materials on Netaji to the National Archives in New 
Delhi. v 

3. On 17 August 1990 the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs conveyed 
materials on Netaji available in the Soviet Archives. Those materials, 
however, did not shed any further light on Netaji’s fate or his sojourn in the 
USSR. 

4. In May 1991 the Embassy of India, Moscow, received some more material 
from the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs and sent these to the Ministry. 
These documents “threw no additional light on the fate of Netaji or his 
possible presence in the Soviet Union after his disappearance in 1945”. 

5. On 16 September 1991, the Embassy of India, Moscow, addressed a Note 
Verbale to the USSR Ministry of Foreign Affairs (enclosing a collection of 
documents on Netaji received from Shri Chitta Basu, MP, containing 
suggestions quoting Soviet Diplomats to the effect that Netaji might have 
found his way to the Soviet Union after the alleged plane crash in 1945) 
seeking “any material available in the archives of Soviet Organisations, 
including security organisations, which could shed light on the fate of 
Netaji”. 

I 

6. Vide Note Verbale No. 2/YuA dated 8 January 1992 the Russian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed in response to official approaches 
made by the Embassy of India, Moscow that “according to the data 
available in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of Indian 
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National Congress, Netaji Subash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 
1945 and thereafter”. 

7. In November 1992 Shri Samar Guha, MP, wrote to MEA and asked for the 
Embassy in Moscow to obtain more information from the Russian side. 
Foreign Secretary wrote to Shri Guha that “our own enquiries with the 
Russians, pursuant to your suggestions, indicate that they themselves accept 
that Netaji died in the plane crash in 1945”. All the same the Embassy took 
up the matter with the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 10 January 
1993. 

1 

8. In autumn 1993 the monthly journal “Asia and Africa .Today” carried 3 
articles on Netaji ostensibly drawing on KGB archival material. One of 
these articles concluded with the following certificate: 

“CERTIFICATE” 

After the Japanese capitulation in the first half of September 1945, TASS 
quoting British sources informed from Tokyo that Subash Chandra Bose, 
staying in Japan, died”. 


Deputy Head of Illrd section of the Vth dept. 

1st Directorate of NKVD of USSR 
Lt. Col. Nabatnikov 
25.12.1945 


9. On 27 July 1995 the Embassy of India, Moscow, addressed a Note Verbale 
to the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (enclosing Shri Samar Guha’s 
monogram “Country must know what happened to Netaji”) and while 
mentioning that there had been further speculation on Netaji’s visit to the 
former Soviet Union in 1945 requested that “all materials available on this 
subject be examined for a final determination on whether or not Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose entered on stayed anywhere in the territory of the 
former Soviet Union in 1945 or subsequently”. 

10. September 14, 1995: “The Pioneer” quoted Dr. Purabi Roy, Dr. Hari 
Vasudevan and Dr. Sobhanlal Dutta Gupta on their visit as a part of the 
Asiatic Society delegation and stating that a request would be made for 
scholars to collect more information on “Indian leaders”. They specifically 
referred to the “hitherto unknown facts about Netaji”. The Indian Express 
on September 19, 1995 also carried a report “Government apathy leaves 
Netaji’s fate buried in Moscow files”. These scholars mentioned “utmost 
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difficulties” in gaining access to materials and also talked of “restrictions” 
imposed on them by a section of Embassy officials. 

11. Vide Note Verbale No. 73/YuA dated 27 October 1995 - the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs formally conveyed that "as a result of the 
investigations carried out at the Central Archival Collection of the Federal 
Security Service of Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and 
Perusal of Documents of Modem History, no information whatsoever has 
come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of the 
former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”. In forwarding the letter 
Ambassador Kotov, Head of the Third Asia Department in the Russian 
MFA, categorically asserted that “we can be sure that Netaji has never set 
foot on Russian soil” and that ‘extensive research carried out upon the 
latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this effect." 

i 

12. Vide his letter dated 26 October 1996, Shri Chitta Basu wrote to 

i 

Ambassador of India in Moscow requesting the Embassy to take up the 
question of the “mystery of Netaji’s disappearance” further with the Russian 
Government and with the Archives. 

I 

13. On 4 December 1996, Members in the Lok Sabha demanded a “fresh probe 
into the mysterious disappearance of Netaji”. Congress MP Ms. Mamta 
Banerjee referred to newspaper reports that Netaji might be alive and asked 
the Government to find out his whereabouts. Ms. Banerjee was supported 
by other MPs. 

i 

14. Vide letter no. 22672 dated 15 October 1996 the Chief of Central Archives 
of the Russian Ministry of Defence stated in answer to a letter from a Shri 
L. Joychandra Singh that “there are no records with the Central Archives of 
the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation about the Catastrophe in 
August 1945 and death of Commander-in-Chief of the Indian National 
Army Mr. Subhash Chandra Bose”. This was forwarded to Embassy of 
India, Moscow vide Russian Ministry of Defence Note Verbale No. 1843 of 
28 October 1996. 

15. Vide Note Verbale No. 547 dated March 20 1997' the Directorate of Foreign 
Relations of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation forwarded 
the letter of Shri L. Joychandra Singh addressed a second time to the 
Central Archives of the Russian Ministry of Defence and stated that “In 
reply to this-repeated query, the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence 
(CAMD) of the Russian Fedpration has pointed out that there is no other 
data relating to the fate of Subhahs Chandra Bose besides the information 
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conveyed to you vide letter No. 1843 dated October 28, 1996 (enclosing No. 
2/22672 of the C AMD”. 
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Anticipated Questions and their Answers 

Q. Why is MEA reluctant to approach the Russian Government for 
permitting access to researchers of the Asiatic Society to the KGB and 
Presidential Archives in Russia? 


Answer: On the instructions of the Ministry of External Affairs, the Embassy 
of India, Moscow, has extended assistance to Asiatic Society, Calcutta, to gain 
access to material that has been declassified and to access archival and other 
information through the Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow. It will continue 
to do so. However, no Government can be expected to throw wide open its 
secret archives for general research by foreign specialists, on the basis 
suggested by the Asiatic Society. Equally, it would not be appropriate for 
Government of India to seek across-the-board access to archives that are highly 
confidential and classified. Whenever requests have been made by us to the 
Russian Foreign Ministry seeking specific information relating to Russian 
archives, they have readily and formally responded by providing clear replies 
in a timely manner, after checking their archives. 

Q. What are the contents of these formal replies received from the 
Russian authorities on the issue as to whether Netaji survived the air crash 
of August 1945 in Taiwan and thereafter proceeded to the Soviet Union? 

Answer: Vide its Note Verbale No. 2/YuA dated 8 January 1992 the Russian 
Foreign Ministry formally conveyed in response to official approaches made 
by the Embassy of India, Moscow, that “according to the data available in the 
Central and Republican Archives, no information whatsoever is available on 
the stay of the former President of Indian National Congress, Netaji Subash 
Chandra Bose, in the Soviet Union in 1945 and thereafter”. 

Vide Note Verbale No. 73/YuA dated 27 October 1995, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry formally conveyed that "as a result of the investigations carried out at 
the Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modem History, 
no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash Chandra 
Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years”. 
The Federal Security Service referred to is, incidentally, the successor to the 
NKVD/KGB. In fact while forwarding the Note Verbale, Ambassador Kotov, 
Head of the Third Asia Department in the Russian Foreign Ministry, 
categorically asserted that “we can be sure that Netaji has never set foot on 
Russian soil” and that "extensive research carried out upon the latest request of 
Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this eliect." 
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Vide letter no. 22672 dated 15 October 1996 the Chief of Central Archives of 
the Russian Ministry of Defence stated (in answer to a letter from a Shri L. 
Joychandra Singh) that “there are no records with the Central Archives of the 
Ministry of Defen.ce of the Russian Federation about the Catastrophe in August 
1945 and death of Commander-in-Chief of the Indian National Army Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose”. Subsequently, vide Note Verbale No. 547 dated 20 
March 1997 the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation added in 
response to a repeat query that the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation has "no other data relating to the fate of Subhash 
Chandra Bose". 

Q. We are not satisfied with the response given. The Ministry of 
External Affairs must more actively try and find out the truth as to the 
presence in Russia of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose following the air-crash 
in Taiwan. 

Answer: The official responses to our approaches by the Russian Government, 
conveyed on several occasions through Notes Verbale - the most formal 
method of communication between States,' has been clear and categorical. 
[However, if members of this House believe it necessary, the issue can once 
again be taken up with the Russian authorities,] 


(rough translation) 


Ministry or Foreign Affairs 
Russian Federation 

No. 2/Yu A 

* 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of Republic of India and with reference to the 
Embassy's Note dated 16 September 1991, has the honour to inform that 
according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and thereafter.. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
8 January 1992 

Embassy of the 
Republic of India 
Moscow 
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1 l.E. Mr. Ronon Sen 
Ambassador of India 
to the Russian Federation 

i 

t 

Dear Ronen, 

% 

Enclosed You will find our note concerning Subhash Chandra 
Dose. Do believe that we have tried our best to discover any relevant 

i 

facts. 

Unfortunately, I am profoundly distressed being unable to provide 
any positive information on the subject of not the least importance for 
the Indian public. Alas, by now it appears that we can be sure that Netaji 
has never set foot on the Russian soil. Extensive research carried out 
upon the latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this 
effect. 


Y u. Kotov 



Sincerely Yours, 


/ 


\\ 



(Unofficial Translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

I 

73/Yu A 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic Of . India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy's note No. SA/83/95 dated July 27, 1995, has the 
honour to $tate that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents,of Modern 
I listory, no Information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhush 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

I 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
27 October 1995 


Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 


/ 



✓ 

A 


W Ni) I' F T rj_A I T IIA \ s I . ,\ T I Q S’ o F IJ 

l_l. l_TKIi Ny 7 ^ 0 A 1 f-J) If) 


lNTUAL AKflJIVK 
MCJOI1KR MG 



Enclosed is a 1 p 1 1 <? r from Mr I, Jovdmndm 
J " f " ***" *« r«Pl It'd tllHt llwit' no 

— 'I - 1 IM| Archives of Llm ‘lu.|S{r> nr Defence o I 

;■ - » •• : ■•! !•■ abo.< l the Co Ltis l re ph 7 in August TJJ 

- iM -Chiot ~ 3 T~TTTc-T n : J .n~ Nn 7 ',~Tl T.--~ 
M r i’ubliash C hand i a Rn s r- . 1 


S ) n ? h wh K 1 1 

■ r - - - » ’ f< ’ i 

*- h i» R u s ^ : a n 

5- and death 


ha * 


Enclosed 


Tv.o IctU no v> i Lh our letter No £ 2 & 7 2 . 


Clli^f of Central Archives 
Ministry of Defence 

of the ft nr. o inn Fe<l'.' i u t ion 
3 d/’ x x \ X 
(Col une 1 [lli 1 l KV ) 


t 


ftnuxvJkJl fc Evvvfo^ TO*, 

kf^ \i<J>dt n»- m 3 i 28 m*. 


Directorate of Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation 


March 20, 1997 
N 547 


The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russiah Federation presents its compliments to you and has 
the honour to forward herewith the letter of Mr. L. Joychandra Singh 
addressed a second time to the Central Archives of the Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation. 

In reply to this repeated query, the Central Archives of the 
Ministry of Defence (CAMD) of the Russian Federation has pointed 
out that there is no other data relating to the fate of Subhash Chandra 
Bose besides the information conveyed to you vide letter No. 1843 
Hated October 28, 1996 (enclosing No. 2/22672 of the CAMD). 

i 

We request you to kindly inform Mr. L. Joychandra Singh of the 
above reply from the Archives. 

The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Military Wing of the Embassy of India in Moscow the assurances 
of its highest consideration. 



Military Attache in the 
Embassy of the Republic of India 
in the Russian Federation 


Brig. D. Singh 


LOK SABHA 


UNSTARRED QUESTION NUMBER 3463 
IQ B£ ANS W5 P 5P QU 12 M A RCH 1997 

RESEARCH PROJECT QF ASIATIC SOCIETY 

3463 SHRI CHITTA BASU : 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

i r 

a) whether Asiatic Society of Calcutta, has sent a team to 
Moscow to carry out a research Project, on Indo-Russian 
relations ; 

b) whether Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow has worked in 
Collaboration with Asiatic Society on this research project; 

ch. whether the Asiatic Soceity have since returned after 
cu.^pletion of their work in Moscow; 

d) whether the Asiatic Society have since submitted any report; 
and 

e) if so, the salient features thereof? 



A NSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
I SH BI I , Kj. GU.J.RAD 


a) 

Yes, 

Sir. 

b) 

Yes , 

Si r . 

cr) 

Yes , 

Sir. 

d) 

No, 

Sir. 

e ) 

Does 

not arise 


e . . 


Sir. 



* k. : 




***** 




\ * 
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RAJYA SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NUMBER 2627 
IQ ANSWERED ON J_9 MARCH 1 997 

NEWS REPORT REGARDING NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 


2027 SHR I ASHOK MITRA: 

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government’s attention has been drawn to the reports 
that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose survived the air crash in Taiwan 
and made his entry into the Soviet Union; 

(h) whether any attempt has been made at the official level to 
find out the basis of such speculations; and 

(o) whether there is any proposal to seek the advice and 
assistance of the present Russian authorities so that the 
controversy over the matter could be satisfactorily resolved? 

A NSWER 

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
( SHR I I . K . GUJRAL) , 

fa) Yes, Sir. 

fb) & (c) Attempts have been made at the official level to 

find out from the Russian authorities the basis of such reports 
in the media. In response, we were informed by the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 8 January 1992 that, "according to 
the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no information 
whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
the Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, in the 
Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years”, and on 27 October 
1995 that "as a result of the i nvest i gat i ons ( carr i ed out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of 
Russia, and the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of 
Documents of Modern History, no information whatsoever has come 
to ►light on the stay of Subhas" chandra Bose on the territory of 
the former USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years". 



* * * # # 



(rough translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Russian Federation 

No. 2/Yu A 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of Republic of India and with reference to the 
Embassy's Note dated 16 September 1991, has the honour to inform that 
according to the data In the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and thereafter. 

• • 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
8 January 1992 


Embassy of the 
Republic of India 
Moscow ■ 


I 
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(Unofficial Translation) 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

73/Yu A 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic of India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy’s note No. Sa!/ 83/95 dated July 27, 1995, has the 
honour to state that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents r of Modern 
I listory, no Information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhush 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

$ 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 



Moscow 

• 27 October 1995 

Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 



1 l.E. Mr. Ronen Sen 
Ambassador of India 
to the Russian Federation 


Dear Ronen, 

% 

Enclosed You will find our note concerning Subhash Chandra 
Bose. Do believe that we have tried our best to discover any relevant 


facts. 


Unfortunately, I am profoundly distressed being unable to provide 
any positive information on the subject of not the least importance for 
the Indian public. Alas, by now it appears that we can be sure that Netaji 
has never set foot on the Russian soil. Extensive research carried out 
upon the latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this 
effect. 


Sincerely Yours, 



Yu. Kotov 


I 


1 6/1J 

PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE 



Following three IS files belonging to MEA may be returned 
back to them: 


1 . -25/4/NGO-Vol.lV (L/W KWI) 

2. KWI of File No. 25/4/NGO-Vol.I V 

3. “25/4/NGO-Vol.V (L/W KW-I & KW-1I) 



fj. 

(P.P. Shukla) 
JS(P) 

22 September 1998 


/ 
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MOST IMM EDIATE / BY SPEED 



¥ 


ARHAY THAKUR 
UNDFR SFCRFTARY 
PH: 301 5311 


(FF) 


No. I $ /US( EE ) /98 


Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 


/ % 



[NC,o/ 9 

V/- 


Dated 14 January 1998 


Enclosed is a communication from the Director of 
the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documents of 
the State Archive Service of the Russian Federation, 
for your kind information. > 


Yours sincerely, 


Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 
Prajatantra Building, 
Imphal , 

Man i pur . 

noo 

Copy to : 



(ABHAY THAKUR) 


Shri Arun K. Singh, 

Counsfi 1 1 or ( Po 1 i I. i ca 1 ) , 

Fmbassy of India, 

Moscow . 

(w.r.t. your letter No . MOS/POL/ 1 25/ 1 /90 dated 2.1.1998) 






Arun K. Singh 
Counsellor(Pol) 


No. IVlos/Pol/' ^i’ ^' c 
My dear (v-juv 



6-8, Ulitsa Vorontsovo Polyo 
MOSCOW 
Tel. No. 917-0820 
Telex 413409 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax 9752337 

January 02, 1998 


I enclose with this letter a communication addressed to Shri Jaichandra 
Singh from the Director of the Centre for Preservation of Historical Documents of 
the State Archive Service of the Russian Federation. 


I would be grateful if the communication along with its translation could be 
passed on to Shri Jaichandra Singh and a copy kept in your records. 

Regards. 


Shri Ajai Malhotra, 

Joint Secretary (EE), 
t Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 

v L • PXo ^ Ci X 1 ^ 




V ours sincerely, 
(^ruif fC\singh) 


& • /v. r 


i 


\_A\Ll C r A ) 



M-py JI. JUjfiafluaHflpa CHHrx 


/ 



UeHTp xpaHeHHn hctopmko- 
AOKyMeHTaJIbHblX KOJlJieKUHH 
125212, MocKea, Bbi6opzcKan vjl, 3 
Te-necfcoH 159-73-83 


IlpaflJKaTaHTpa Emmimr 
MMnxaji, Maminyp, Mhhmh 


HaN 


OT 


• KacaeTcn: MHcJjopMannM o! 

•* M-pe CyOaui (CyOa'-ix) 

MaHflpa Bose. 

Hoporoa cap! 

UeiiTp xpaHeHWfl m c t o p h ko - zio K y Me h t a ji b h bix KQJuieKUMfi, k comneHMio, 
ne paenoJiaraeT HaicaKOft WHctiopMauMert o M-pe CYBAUX MAIIflPA B03E. 

C yBa?KeHMe, 


^IvipeKTop UeHTpa 



M. M. MyxaMeflJKaHOB 


o 



The State Archive Service 
Russian Federation 

Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection 
1 252/2, Moscow 
Viborgsk Street, 3 
Tel: 159-7383 

04.08.1997 No. 175 

• I 

To 



Mr. L. Jaicliandra Singh 
Prajatantra Building 
Imphal, Manipur. (India) 

Dear Sir, 

fhe Centre for Preservation of Historical Documental Collection, 
unfortunately, does not have any information on Subhash Chandra Bose. - 


Sd/- 

M.M. Muhaminedzhanov 
Director of the Centre 
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ABHAY THAKUR 

UNDER SECRETARY (EE) 

PH: 301 5311 


I^Oc/93. 


No. I'l /US( EE ) /97 


Dated 08 May 1997 


Dear Shri Joychandra Singh, 


ltd; OwjiAflj 
oaitKA '(jujUA *| 

j.p 

X&& vi«. • 



Kindly refer to your letter of 13 January 1997 to 
Lt. Col. A.K. Sahni , AMA, Embassy of India, Moscow 
regarding Netaji. Enclosed is a copy of a self- 
explanatory letter (along with its English translation) 
from the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation 
for your information. 




U(EJfrO) .V 


Shri L. Joychandra Singh, 
Prajatantra Buildings, 
Imphal , 

Manipur. , 


(ABHAY THAKUR) 

S?c 



/ 



tnTfl mr *rr^Sl 

EMBASSY OF INDIA, 




M. Ganapathi 
Minister (Pol) 
Tel. 2001239 


6-8 Ulitsa Vorontsovo Polye 
MOSCOW 
Tel. No. 917-0820 


Telex 413409 INDEM-SU 
Tele Fax-9752337 


Nd.Mos/M(P)/230/97 


April 23, 1997 




Kindly refer to my fax of December 6, 1996 regarding Shri L. 
Joychandra Singh and his research on Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. 
Shri Joychandra Singh had recently written to the Military Wing of this 
Embassy. It was felt that it would be appropriate if Shri Singh were to 
correspond through the MEA to avoid any complications and 
misunderstandings. Copies of the relevant communications from the 
MA’s office in this regard are enclosed. 

2. Separately, Shri Joychandra Singh had also addressed the 
Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation. 
!n response, the Directorate for Foreign Relations of the MOD has 
sent us a letter mentioning that the MOD Archives has no additional 
data on the fate of Netaji besides the information conveyed by them in 
October 1996. A copy of the MOD’S letter along with its English 
translation is enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of the internal note 
on the same subject for your information. Could I request that 
US(EE) kindly forward the Russian MOD’S letter to Shri Joychandra 


Singh? 



Yours sincerely, 




Shri Ajai Malhotra, 

Joint Secretary (EE), 
Ministry of External Affairs, 


l \ New Delhi. 
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Embassy of India 
Moscow 



Ambassador might recall that one Shri L. Joychandra Singh 
had written to the Director, Central Archives of the Russian Ministry of 
Defence, mentioning that he was carrying out a research on the death 
of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose and that he wanted some details in 
this regard. Shri Singh had specifically asked whether it was a fact 
that Netaji had died at a plane crash at Taipei on August 18, 1945, 
whether the USSR Army had arrested him at Taipei or not, etc? In its 
response No. 1843 dated October 28, 1996, the Directorate of Foreign 
Relations of the MOD had forwarded letter No. 2/22672 dated October 
15, 1996 from the Central Archives of the MOD mentioning that there 
were no records available with the Archives on the questions raised 
by Shri Singh. 

2. Subsequently, Shri Singh had again approached the Archives 
on November 30, 1996 pointing out that there were many rumours in 
India and questioned whether Stalin had killed Netaji in Russian 
custody. In their response dated March 20, 1997, the MOD have 
informed us that the Archives has no additional data on the fate of 
Netaji besides the information conveyed by them in October 1996. 

3. As Shri Singh has been corresponding with the Military Wing of 
the Embassy, we had asked them to inform Shri Singh to address all 
his future correspondence to JS(EE), MEA. This was primarily done 
to avoid any complications' and misunderstandings. 

4. If approved, we coujd send the latest correspondence from the 
MOD to JS(EE), asking him to inform Shri Joychandra Singh of the 
contents of this letter. 

May please see. 


(M. 

Minister (Pol) 



23.4.1997 




Directorate of Foreign Relations 
Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation 
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March 20, 1997 
N 547 


The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation presents its compliments to you and has 
the honour to forward herewith the letter of Mr L. Joychandra Singh 
addressed a second time to the Central Archives of the Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation. 

In reply to this repeated query, the Central Archives of the 
Ministry of Defence (CAMD) of the Russian Federation has pointed 
out that there is no other dgta relating to the fate of Subhash Chandra 
Bose besides the information conveyed to you vide letter No. 1843 
dated October 28, 1996 (enclosing No. 2/22672 of the CAMD). 

We request you to kindly inform Mr. L. Joychandra Singh of the 
above reply from the Archives. 

The Directorate of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Defence 
of the Russian Federation avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Military Wing of the Embassy of India in Moscow the assurances 
of its highest consideration. 


Military Attache in the 
Embassy of the Republic of India 
in the Russian Federation 


Brig. D. Singh 


y II PABJl EH H E 
BHELDHHX CHOLUEHHH 

MHHHCTepCTUa ooopoH l»l 
PoccHHCKofl (jieAepauHH 



1 .C •• MapTa 
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.Vi 


St? 
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\\ocKua. I 19..KprcroBo:uiBH/KeHCKHM ncp . 2 


ynpaBjreHiie BHeuiHMx CHomeHH# ItaHCTepcTBa odoponu Pocchh- 
wt CKOft 5ejjepaimH c BHjje t ejitc TBy e t BaM CBoe yBaweHMe h HMeeT 

necTL HanpaBHTL iihclmo rocnojjHHa JI.JQ^oiiHaH.upa CHHrxa, nocTymiB 
wee b UeHTpajiLHbiii apxHB MO P5 btophhho. 

UeHTpajiLHHfi apxHB MO P5 Ha noBTopHHft 3anpoc coodmnji, 
hto flpyrHMH CBejjeHMHMH o cyjjtde Cydawa HaHjjpa Boca, KpoMe 
coodmeHHUx b Bam ajjpec 28 OKTHdpn 1996 r. 3a ft 1843 
( Je 2/22672 1J.AM0 P5) He pacnojiaraeT. 

Ilpomy He 0TKa3aTt b jiiode3HOCTH jjoBecTH conepKaHiie 
oTBeTa apXiiBa jjo rociiojjiiHa JI.JlKoiiHaHApa CHHrxa. 

ynpaBjieHHe BHeuiHHx CHOweHHii MO P‘5 nojiL3yeTCH HacTOHiUHM 
cjiynaeM htoOh bo3o6hobhtl AimapaTy BoeHHoro ATTame npn 
nocojiBCTBe Mhjjhh b MocKBe cboh yBepeHHH b BecLMa rjiydoEOM 
* yBajKeHHH. 

V 


BOEHHOMy ATTAlilE BPM nOCOJTBCTBB 
PECnyEHMKH HHBHH B POCGHTiGKOvi 
5E$EPA1[WM 

dpHra.ji.Hpy H.CHHrxy ■ 


MA/ 1 18/2/1- \V> 


0^1 March 97 


MILITARY WING 

RESEARCH QN THJ-J DEATH OF-' MR SWHASII CIJANDRA HOSE^ 
SUPREME COMMANDER OE INDIAN NATIONAL, ARMY ( 1 NA ) 


1. Refer to our Note No MA/ 1 1 8/2/ 1 2 7 / I dated 26 Dec 96 and 
teleconversation between Lt Col AK Sahni, AMA (GS) and Minister 
(Political) on the subject. 

2. Please find enclosed a letter received from Mr L Joychandrn 
Singh for your further necessary action. 




Minister (pol i tica l) 
Copy to : - 



Sahni ) 
Lt Col 
AMA (GS) 


Mr L Joychandra Singh , li Please refer to your letter dated 
Prajatantra Buildings 13 Jan 97. 

Imphal, Manipur 

2. You are requested to address your 
future correspondence on the subject 
to Joint Secretary (East Europe), 
South Block, ME A, New Delhi — 110011. 



»UiAJ\L>KA bliNVjii 
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0091 — 385 — 222936 
0091 - 385-220471 

Tele — PRAIATAN1RA, IMPIIaL. 


Lt Col A.K. Sahni 
AMA (GS) 

Military Attache 
Bnbassy of India, 
6-8, Ulitsa Obukha, 
Moscow 
Russia. k 
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• y 


Phone <*il»6io 
220471 Ir 

1 £ 

^PRAJ^r'ANTRA buildings 
5 HAL. MANIPUR. INDIA. 

Irnphal 13 January 1997* 



\jffl y /(MW' reNT 

cc r /? I ^ Dl & 


Subject:- Mr. Subash Chandra Bose of India - regarding 
Russia etc. 




Sir, 

Would you kindly refer to ray letter dated 1st 
December 1996. 

There is still controversy in India about the 
reported death of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose. Some people 
believed that he went to Russia after Plane crash in 1945 at 
Taiphei and was killed under the order of Stalin of Russia. 

Grateful if you kindly get a clarification from the 
Chief of Central Archives, Ministry of. Defence, Russian 
Federation whether Mr. Subash Chandra Bose was arrested by 
Russian Army in 1945 or not ? 

This information is very important in my research. 

i 

I seek your kind co-operation and send me a word 



about it 


T 




/ 


rax. NO. — 0091 — 385—225544, Prajatantra Imp'ial 


YCHANDRA SINGH 


I’bonc 


0091-385-222936 

0091-385-220471 


Tele — PRAMTAN1 RA, IMPIIAL. 


prajatantra BUILOiNCB 

IMPHAL. MANIPUR. INDIA. 


let, December 1996 


To 

Mr, A.K. Sahni 
Lt, Col 
AM A (OS) 

Military Attache 
Bibasay of India, 
6-8, Ulit8a Obukha 
Moscow 
Rossia. 

Sir, 



This le in contlnuence of my letter dated 50 Nov, 1996 


addressed to you. 


I am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter dated 


30 Nov, 1996 addressed to the Chief of Central Archives, 
Ministry of Defence of the Russian Federation, 

I shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider to 
get a reply from thorn and send it to me, I have been doing this 


Research on the request of Ministry of External Affairs 


Government of India, New Delhi since 1984. 



/CHANDRA SINGH 


i ?w 

rax. NO.— 0091— 385— 225544, I’rajalanlra Iinp'.ial 
0091-385-222936 
0091-385-220471 



(22»I47 (o) 
22 1538 [oj 
(220471 [r j 


i \ 


Tdc - PRAjATANIRA, IMPIIAL. 


To 

The Chief of Central Archives, 
Ministry of Defence 
Russian Federation 
City - Podolsk^" 

District: Moscovskaye 
Street: Kirova, House No. 74 
Rossis - I4I000 


PRAJATANTRA BUILDING6 
IMPHAL, MANIPUR. INDIA. 

Impbel 30 Nov. 1996. 


Cop'/ 


Subject:- Mr. Subash Chandra Rose of India, 


Sir, 

Thank you very much for your kind information sent 
to me through fhbassy of India Moscow, Russia which was 
received by me today. 

I am very happy to know that there are no records 
with the Central Archives of the Ministry of Defence of the 
Russian Federation about the Catastrophe in August 1945 and 
the death of Coamander-in-Chief of Indian National Army Mr, 
Suba6h Chandra Bose. 

In India there is lots of rumour and questions 
that Stalin has killed Mr. Subash Chandra Bose in the Russian 
custody in August 1945. 

I Shall be very grateful, if you kindly consider 
to enlighten me about this ruaour and questions. 

I am enclosing herewith a cutting of Indian paper 
for easy reference and information about it. 

Thank you very much once again. 


Yc 


V 

( L. Uo 


u ra fai th fully, 


ychandra Singh ) 



/ 
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UNSOLVED MYSTERY 

Did Stalin Harbour Netaji? 


By SAMAR CU 11 A 
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f *• 

ll.iMian |pr»-i 1 i.ry The |. w- p rr 
lufi.«d ahp, a la(ii,l Ihree h.<uft" 

Nchni m* ni a ropy of I V>. i Iplipf 
w.lh hi, . 1 # fa cnm mp n 1 1 In Hip 
Hruhp M.n.aiai, Lh *:ienl Alice 
which wa, aim lyprd by Jim 

... .. r . Hnlith InlPlIigmcT madp Irl.pvr m mj hran nf hradt lhal 

of Npiaji, and all other Impnrliol annthef very vital tepori in Hip Nrltji Sutjhil Chandra B^te it 
INA wilneiiPi. parepl Colunel Vitproy, l^rd WivpM. lhal "nn thvp All Ihp ilalrmenia of 
llablbur l(i hman. categoric all y 7 th January, |O <0 I'ravda denied Gandhi indirpeily confirmed 
lol d both the commlllep and In ilrang lermi that llote all in Briiuh Inlplhgpnrv he porn lo 
rommiition lhal aflpr Jipan ■ Ruma llefufr ihu. howpypr, w a vpr that Candi Cl wat 

defeat. NpIaJI i deitmalion wai Ghilazj Mdang had be«n in twirp of Dow i prrvcnre in the 
Ihp Soviet Union lour h with Hnie in Hi, ana and in USSR 

In Ihu regard Ihe mntl vital De-cember a report hi'd lhal thp When Leonid Pmzhnpv irlill-d 

R lece of informilion wai given lo Gnvpmair of Afgm pmvmrt |nd>i. I mei him at MaiMnpati 
ehru'l emuiary, Mr lyef. by khoal hai been informed hy iha Mhavin nn Nn*»emher 2 U Ifl'*] 
Colonel Tad a. w ho wa i entnnw-d Human Ar"lii„,.|.-i in Kahul at leader nf the Snc ialiH I'any in 
|i v F M Trratirhl. Hie Japaneie lhal II. .w <•>•« m Motrhw |hp l/ov Sabha an I preaenird a 
cnlaf of Ihi S t Command ai Maraduf* Ihf Huican Vir* t'on- three paje mpm .rirdum In 
Saigon. 10 plan and iievult aul in Tphertn. diaclmed In which <* ■■ oulllne -1 Ihp rrainnj 
‘ ChanOri Hnie i' perap* lo ihe Mirrh IImiIi lhal |t. 

Soviet! t'r ion Tt.* Shan N,v,i M *'* 

Commlllep cOiHd nnl rrrn#d t'nl h 1 

Tula i pv dpncf .Siphru arcrplly (uUmiMed to ihp Khnila ( um 
ten! Mr l)pr, a fnrmpr 1‘mpagin mtiunnl 

di Minim* of Neiaji I fiovern. Hrwevp* |hp mn,i itanjing rw iboul Net*ji FI u t nn reply 
m#nt In I 93 J lo taceriain l/i« velatum ramp ftnm |tae rf|*n nf a*.pafH either from Delhi 
atari pi*» of Nei^JI H Y Miiil.p Hip line. Member M >tmw Af\a# Mr Oorbarho^ 

In h 1 1 report lo Nehni. Iyer of ihf Viceroy , Council in I Vt 3 camp to p-'wer mn|hpr |>naf 
noleal the verilnfl of Colnnel A Rpr d 'l,'<nisn| ■ n tl .elipr nf al •„ ml lo him on lha aim* 
Tad, “When Japan aurremleffil ternatupi on how m dm »nih , u r,jr<L which too went u/vam 
Tffiufhl took all re,(NintHiiliiy How M^d e ronclud*a| m hit wp«td , 

in help Kaka Dane lo reach flui long rejvjft lo liird 'fciepll In. Ni w >.hal Ihp Sovlel Unlnn no 
i. an lerriiury II we, arranged many way, ihr raneii rounr longer ei.t'.a. w-nul (1 It N* too 
Uial Chandre fluw would fly in wuu'd io lea~« him iRuirl much tu eiperl a leadar |.h« Mr 
a plane in which General Shedel where hp la and nm hi aak for hi* Yr tam lo rev**! g | th« facta 
wa, going (who wa, pul In rrleaia M t might, nf couna t* almul S^bhai . Chandra Bn«« 
Cha'gr of ihp Manchurian rinnl welcomed hy , he N u iua"i Mr wh.ch may lit buned in ihp KGII 
■ Her Hun. a declared war agamil Muitie ■ rypod wa, wm to AHee hire 


hy In, 1 ,| |*'ip»H that 1 1 . < m 
i|i*"" I A 1 1 Ihr *# . * l »n arp * t , gi*-pn ,kf lirr fcy Stal<n a * *f 
nrl n..ffr*r*ifi 1 > •>» hp p«r,pea 1 Lo S'bena on Aug -It 
23 . I IM 3 A reounel wai made 
t*al Muariiw reveal all tha ^krta 
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HA’IAJiLHPKy ynPABJifcHKi BHtiilHMX 
CHOii'ZHIVi MO Pv 
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Hanpap;n'o mcbr.io rocnoA^Ha .'1. A*oB«anapa 

Cvmrx Ha Baaie paccMOTpenwe v /yin oTBeTa 3SL"'D’/Te- 

;no Y. cAHOBpeMeuHo cooCmaic, mo ■CBe£eHMm/.;i 06 c6« 

CTOHTe^bCTBax rv.6e.Tii s aurycre IOAb ror,a Bopxcy- 

Horc r^aBHCKCMaHA^'r^ero ^h^mvckoh KauvioHa/ibHofl 

( 

Apwrv C^taja 4uHApa do c a Li.eHTpajibHbitf apxiio MO 

p 

F*> ne pacnc-naraeT . 

'id na a&j x ;:roTax, 


J'O 0^ 
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ni-I'.IC - IviPrO: c' k/ D x.-t* ^o7, 


aApecary, 


iiAM/Vli-H’/K l^ilP/VlbHOPO APXKBA 
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30EHHo:,:y attaue- hfm nocojrtCTBS 
iinms: b pocce/I 

dpiiraunpy P. Ah eft 
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MiVkh i, l I H , K jkx m jn v. if ii * < Hi. mi fi i f |j 


yBa*aef.iafi rocncann Epiiraxuip! 

7 n paiv: e } ci y BHeicniix CKo^emriJ MimftcTepcTBa oCoponH 
PoccniiOKOft Pezepaum: csKaeTejitcTsyeT 3av 4 cbos yBa;*:SHiie 'A 
ic-iecT ’iecTb nepezaTb otb^t UenTpajubHoro apxMEa MO F r Ha 
iiucLMO rpaj-viaHima Miami Jl.^KoJrHaH^pa Cimrxa. 

lipony ne 0TKa3aiL n JiiodeanocTa hobgctii ccpepF.amie 
OTbQTa apxiica ao sasLiiT ejin. 

yiipaajieKKe bholkhx CHCi’eHKft MO Pv nojitayeTCH naoTOHUiWii 

t 

wryiaor.: htoCu Dosctfs'eir.’Tb AmiapaTy Bcchhcto A?rai;e npn 
JIoco.’itcTBe IIhshii u Mockbo ciicii ybepcKi'.n e BocbMa rjiyOCKOM 
yBa»«3Kisn. 

iipiuiUtiQU'.ie : Ha 3 ;ihcr&x. 




C yBa»ei!H0M 

OAMECTirnOlP HA VEIL HP. HA yPIPABJIKilHH 
ren^pa’i-Mailop 
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L. JOYCHANDUA SINGH 
/ 


rax. no . — 009W385-225544, 
0^)1 — 385— 222936 
009 1 ^ 385 — 2204 7 1 



Tc’c — M'AJA^ aNIKA, IMPIUL 


JAT BUHD'NOfi 

IMPhAL mamp^r, INDIA 


Tmphal 26 Aug, 1996 . 




To 

The Director, 

i 

Central Archive 

/ 

Ministry of Defonce, 

Russian Federation 
City - Podolsk 
District; Mobcovskaya 
Street; Klrovo, House No, 74 
Roeeia - I4I00U 



Sir, 

I have been doing research on the death of 
Mr. Gubach Chandra Dose, Supreme Commander of Indian National 
Array (INA). He fought during 2nd. World War egainst 
Araeri can-Prl tlsh-USSR forces. He was fighting with Japan. 
Whether is a fact that he died at a plane crash at Tainhei 
on IK August 194^ there 7 He boarded a plane at Saigon for 
Taiphoi, 

whether USSR Array arrested him at Teiphel or not 7 

i 

This Information in urgently needed for ray research. 

r 

I shall be very grateful if you kindly consider to 
write me a line on this question. 


With kind regards, 

s 


tours faithfully, 

( L. Joychandra Singh ) 


iiCTQPUKO-nPOCOF TirfrnbrKO r np/\nr>3/'iniiTHoc n r-naroTBOPiuEribHOE obluec'o 



Mlt A -I 

u ci 


T^ySoKoyros i < >y nu;in h L Joychandra Singh! 


C cowa/iemieri’ cuoOmaen Dan, mo Aci'HHbiMU, o KOropbix riac 

i PvIuiuhhcup, m>» nc pdcrionarrjCM 11 iiODTO^y up^aocTO bmt b Ban nytii yo 
m«'l>opficiunv Don hc no/ter, . 

MW pexOMCHnOB3;1M S’LI BOM HUiipdbMTb B^LH OaHpOCW: 

w UenTp a/ibnun »i f'nMnoTppcTRa 06opoHbi Foccmhckoh Ce^e- 

pailMI! (japb’C* POCCUfl . MOC R OOC V <1 51 oSvidCTb, r ■ llo^OJlbCK , 

vj l r Kvtpuriii , ;;m / 4 j ; 

n tij.u'H miy h) ’i'cvicf'.' 11 non L'/iy'-Mjn lirnoii.iciioc i n ( •'WlpCC : I’oocmi, 
!0J\»O I'lucMUi , Kyancijiuin fk)c:i , jium 22 ). 

Do:jiio*ho, mu ‘*c> wyj >\ Hac MM^opnomi.q Haxoanrc^ Tan, 



L >ya*enncM, 

11 c no; 1 1 1 n i t’m* mmm iui } <? k i ip 
o6i:;«l; r i>a " nenepnn a ' 


E ./f-eMKoaa 
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CRASH 
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FAX 


From 

Forei gn 

New Delhi 

To 

I ndembassy 

Moscow 



AVWUt. 


Minister (Pol) from OSD (EE) 


The article (below) on Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
published in Hindustan Times of 3.12.96 is of interest. It 

1 

indicates that E/I, Moscow h^s fairly recently (30 October 1996) 

conveyed in writing to a Mr. L. Joychandra Singh a response 

received from the Russian Defence Ministry Central Archives. If 

so, grateful if a popv of the letter and enclosure be provided to 

MEA urgently. Am also enclosing two other items (in Asian Age of 
* 

5.12.96 and Times of India of 6.12.96) on the same subject for 
your information. 




1 
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Asian. V 
age ^ 


V IN PARLIAMENT 


Mamata, Leftists 
join hands, seek 
new Netaji probe 


New Delhi, Dec. 4: Members of 
the Lok Sabha on Wednesday 
vociferously demanded a fresh 
probe into the “mysterious” dis- 
appearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose after his plane 
crashed in Japan and urged the 
government to come out with an 
action plan on his birth centenary 
celebrations next year 

The members also wanted the 
government to declare January 
23, the birthday of Netaji, a 
national holiday. 

Raising the issue during Zero 
Hour, Ms Mamata Banerjee 
(Congress^ said that reports from 
Moscow newspapers recently 
said that Netaji might be alive. 

The government should try to 
find out his whereabouts as the 
countrymen we > interested to 
know about him, she said. 

Supporting Ms Banerjee, CPI 
(M) members, Mr Basudeb 
Acharya and Mr Nirmal Kanti 
Chatterjee, pointed out that Janu- 
ary 23 had already been declared 
a public holiday in West Bengal 
and they would like the Union 
government to make a similar 
declaration. 

Soon after the leader of the 
House, Mr Ram Vilas Paswan, 
responded by saying that he 


would convey the members’ feel- 
ings to the Prime Minister, Mr 
H.D. Deve Gowda. 

BJP member Lai Muni 
Choubey said it was regrettable 
that the government was still 
considering celebrating Netaji’ s 
birth centenary. 

The deputy Speaker, Mr Suraj 
Bhan, said he did not think there 
were two opinions on the ques- 
tion of celebrating Netaji’ s birth 
centenary. 

Mr Ram Vilas Paswan said that 
Netaji's birth centenary would be 
celebrated but the government 
would have to look into the 
demand for declaration of Janu- 
ary 23 as a national public holi- 
day. 

Currently only October 2, the 
birthday of the father of the 
nation, is a public holiday, he 
said. 

On the question of Netaji being 
alive, Mr Paswan said that he 
would convey the members’ feel- 
ings to the Prime Minister. 

The deputy Speaker observed 
that the leaders of all political 
parties should sit together and 
chalk out plans to celebrate bitih 
anniversary of leaders like B.R. 
Ambedkar and Jagjivan Ram. 
(PTl) 
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Netaji death remains a mystery s/* 2 -./^ 

IM P H A I n#* 0 ( I I Nil ^ Inrlira anrlki coirl horl rraeh nn A licnict 1ft 1 QA*t At n i 


IMPHAL, Dec. 2 (UNI) 

Colonel N. Brilev, chief of 
Central Archives, Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian 
Federation, Moscow, has officially 
informed to Mr L. Joychandra 
Singh for the first time that “there 
are no records available with the 
archives on the death of Mr 
Subhash Chandra Bose (Netaji) in 
Taipaei plane crash pr arrest of 
him by the USSR army.” 

Addressing a Press conference 
here yesterday, Mr L. Joychandra 
Singh, who had been doing 
research on the death of Netaji at 
the instance of late Prime Minister 


Indira Gandhi, said he had 
requested the chief of Central 
Archives on Aug. 26, to give him 
information about the death of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

The official reply of the inquiry 
came from the Central Archives 
through the embassy of India, 
Moscow, vide letter No. Ma/1 16/2/ 
124/1 dated Oct. 30, 1996. 

Mr Singh said 4 what Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation 
said was correct that no USSR 
army was present in South-East 
Asia, except in Korea on August, 
1945 . There is a controversy over 
the death of Netaji in the plane 


crash on August 18, 1945. As some 
peoplfe had said that Netaji did net 
die in the crash and he was arrested 
by USSR army who carried him to 
Russia where he was shot dead by 
Russian anpy under the orders of 
Stalin. 

Mr L. Joychandra Singh had 
been doing research since 1984. 

Mr P. V, Narasimha Rao, the 
then Minister of External Affairs, 
wrote a letter on June 21 , 1984, on 
behalf of Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi to Mr L. Joychandra Singh 
saying that “I fully agree with you 
that there should be a national $ 
consensus on this question " • / 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


Immediate 


R.L. Narayan 

Joint Secretary (EE) 

Phone 3015061 



JS(EE)/96 


26 November, 1996 


Dear Prof. Sarkar, 

Please refer to your letter No. 14998 dated 
15 November, 1996, addressed to the' External 
Affairs Minister, regarding the research project 
on Indo-Russian relations for the period 1917-47 
which is being undertaken by the Asiatic Society 
in cooperation with the Russian Institute of 
Oriental Studies. 

You have mentioned in your letter that, in 
order to conclude their work, the scholars of the 
Asiatic Society would require access to the 
President’s Archives, the Archives of the Foreign 
Security Service and the Archives of the Array 
General Staff. These are essentially intelligence 
and security related archives which have not been 

declassified . 

1 

You may like to continue to make efforts to 
obtain access to information on Indo-Russian 
relations through your counterpart organisation, 
the Russian Institute of Oriental Studies. 


|/j oUa L wv. ^ 

Yours sincerely, 




Prof. Anil K. Sarkar, 
The Asiatic Society, 

1 , Park Street , 
Calcutta-700 016 
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(R.L. Narayan) 
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Fou^did In 1784 


< An I* o« of N«iion»l ('■nDorttnc* ^nnlatad by on Ael ri n irli*m«nt ) 


\ 


1, Paik Street, Calcutto*70Q 01 6 

Prut . Anil K, Sv - 
Ceneiol Secret-" tiny) 

Oate ; November 1 c j , 


De.ii Di , jujra) , 

The As ip 1 1 -ociety is grateful to you tor your prompt 
reaction for inclusion of the -suggested items in the proposed 
cultural agreement with Armenia as woll as for pursuing the 
matter relating collaborative studies with Portugese. 

Being 1 unm aged by your sympathy and support we are now 
aoproachtng you for a different matter roiatod to Cultural 
Lxctianye Agreement between Government of India and Government 
of Russia following which the Asiatic Society entered into an 
agreement with the institute of Oriental Studies, Russian 
Academy of Sciences. This bilateral agreement between the 
1 ' tic Society and tho Institute of Oriental Studies inciu 

biiuginy out a volume relating to Indo-Rtissian Relations f 
period front 1917-47 based on archival documents available ii 
different archives of Russian Federation .which i • 3 x n« 1 clo 
for a considerable period. Un tho basis of th:- •yiA**' m t 
Asiatic Society doputed three scholars - Dr. Purobi i'oy , 

Sovan La] Dutta Guptj and Dr. Harivasudevan to collect a 1, 
materials from the different archives of Russian Feddrat’ 

They have collected huge important and valued materials, 

| they have been stuck up for tho concluding part of their 
because of .denial of access to the President's Archive, Axcbivv 
of Foreign Security Ser-Gce and the Archives of Array General 
Staff. We approached your predecossor in office, for taking u 
the matter wrth the Russian Governmlfit so that our scholars 
be permitted to get access to those Archives. We have not yet 
been favoured with any response . 

We would, therefore, urge upon you kindly to take up 
matter with the Russian Government so that the scholars 1 
Asiatic Society can get access to th«' ? archives for ies« irch 
purposes in order to complete the assignment entrusted to then 
in terms of cultural agreement with the Goverrimont of Lidia 
and tho Government of Russia. 

We shall appreciate an early action in this matter as th‘ 
)ect has to be completed within a definite time i ramo . 

Vuuvo ?lncere]y, 

1 

i i 

i l. . 

' An i 1 h. Sar k*x ' 


• r/5 


WiU, kindest ieq>;ds, # 

‘ s . I . h. Gu ’ 
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TOP SECRET 
Immediate 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 
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R.L. Narayan 

Joint Secretary (EE) 


No 


/JS( EE )/96 


27th March, 1 99C 




a’l on 5 with its enclosure, be ins* a letter 
addressed to PM bv Sliri P.rad i p Hose. T am nl=;o 
enclosing a copy of our office notings on the 


subject. PM * s instructions are l Fiat he would 


1 i l\e you to make discreet, enquiries to ascertain, 
if possible, the existence of any addition a 1 
i n f o i nqj t i o n on a e r a i i which may he available i n 
.Russia and the possible reaction of the Russian 
side if were to. request, access to it. J u on Id 
h r grateful if v o u con ] J kindly - * \ o V h e n e e d f \i 1 . 





You rs si nee r-- ] 



F^ . I . . Na ray a n ) 


Sbr i R . . Son 
Ambassador of India 
M o s e o u i 



’•Del : * u o . 
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2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chom 


Telex: 2324886 iNDEMB J 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 


PImbassy of India, 





Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 


A.MUA.SSA.DOK 


No. F.5( 1 )NGO-1 (Vol.lll) 


March 4, 1996 


My dear 


XJ 




Please refer to the decision about increase in our annual donation to 
the Renkoji Temple (where Netaji's ashes are kept) to one million Yen. 

2. I visited Renkoji today to personally hand over the increased 
contribution. I thanked the Priest, Rev. Koushi Mochizuki, for his devotion 
to the task for looking after the ashes for so many years and mentioned that 
it might take some time before we are able to take the ashes back to India. 

I said that, as a very small token of our appreciation, Government of India 
have decided to enhance the amount of our contribution to Yen 1 million 
from Yen 600,000. 

3. Rev. Mochizuki was very grateful and said that he has seen 
occasional press reports about the on-going debate in India about the ashes. 
He said that he will keep the promise he made to his father to look after the 
ashes as long as necessary and is not interested in the politics of the issue. 
He said that while he hopes that the ashes can be returned to India soon 
with due respect and reverence, he has no problem in looking after them as 
long as required. 

4. As I have reported before, it is clear that we do not have to worry 
about the Renkoji Temple putting any pressure on us to move the ashes, 
especially after this increase. The only pressure that will come is likely to be 
from the ageing associates of Netaji and from the Foreign Office. 



Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 
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Forwarded herewith is a copy of a letter addressed to PM by 
Shri Pradip Bose regarding material on Netaji Subash Chandra Bose 
available in Russia. 

MEA's comments in the matter may kindly be forwarded. 
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17 February, 1996 




Dear Mr* Rao, 

During my recent visits to Calcutta, I had the opportunity of a 
detailed discussion with three scholars - Dr. Hari Vasudevan, 

Dr. Purabi Roy and Dr. S. Dutta Gupta - who, under the aiuspioes 
of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, are researching Russian 
historical material. 

i 

4 

They told me that they had found some interesting material in 
Russia relating to my uncle, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. They 
feel strongly that a systematic research into the material on 
him, which is still not open to -the public, is vitally necessary. 
According to them, the Russian authorities are prepared to open 
up those "secret" files only if the Indian government makes a 
formal, written request to them to do so. 

The above mentioned scholars have informed me that in spite of 
several requests made by the Asiatic Society to the Indian govern- 
ment, it seems reluctant to take this step. 


If this is true (and I have no special reasons to disbelieve the 
scholars), I fail to understand the Indian government's reluctance, 
especially when, since 1992, the Russian government has already 
opened up its top secret files held by different departments, 
including those of the KGB. Under these circumstances, I should 
be thankful if I could be enlightened on two points: 

1) Is it true that the Indian government has refused to make 
a formal, written request to the Russian government to open up 
their files on Netaji to the above mentioned Indian scholars? 

2) If it is true, then what could be the reason for such a 
stand since your government is convinced that Retail died in an 
aircrash on the 18th August 1945 at Tedpei. 


With the Russian presidential elections looming large on the 
horizonjand the possibility of a political change in that country, 
I and the majority of the members of our family would like you 
to take the earliest possible step in the matter by making a 
formal request to the Russian government to open up the files 
on Netaji. Since this is a sensitive political issue in which 
there Is widespread public concern, I should be thankful if you 
could kindly grant me an interview at your earliest convenience 
to discuss this issue in private. If this is not possible, then 
kindly send a written reply at the earliest. 


Mr. P.V.Narasimha Rao 
Prime Minister of India 

New Delhi 


? 


With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely. 


i 


(Unofficial Translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

73/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic of India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy’s note No. SA/83/95 dated July 27, 1995, has the 
honour to state that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modern 
History, no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
27 October 1995 


Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 





Intervention bv H.E.Mr Anatoly MDrukov 
Ambassador of Russia in India during th* 
press-conference oji the 21.02.96 i; 
the Foreign Correspondents’ Club 
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In Russia as well as in the erstwhile Soviet Union Subhash Chandra Bose i 
deeply honoured as one of the most outstanding sons of friendly Indian people 
who dedicated his whole life to the liberation of India. 

We extend great respect, understanding and attention to those action 
aimed at finding out true circumstances of his demise. 

Along with this, being a foreigner, I can speak about the matters concernin 
my country only. And now I can only reiterate what my Government has ahead 
said in the verbal note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russia 
Federation No73/YuA dated October 27, 1995 as a reply to the request of th 
Indian Government: 

"As a result of the investigations carried out at the collections of the Centre 
Archives of the Federal Security Service of Russia and of the Russian Centre fc 
Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modern History, there was found n 
information on the stay of Subhash Chandra Bose on the territory of th 
erstwhile USSR in 1945 and in subsequent years". 

I realise that on the centenary anniversary of Subhash Chandra Bose to 
much emotion appears among the representatives of different strata of India 
society. 

Hence I would rather avoid any additional comments on the subject. 

Thank You. 


Ixn 
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Papers relating toNetaji in KGB for chives? 


PT1 


Calcutta 


StVLIttl, Dnnj^HMb rtiamifc 
lo NctaJ* Subhas Chandra Bust* 
and his tfiyumlou:) dltfppcaran- 
C(' arc «tlll lying In Ihe Inarcessl- 
blr archives of th£ disbanded 
KGB and In ihe official archives 
ol the Russian president In 
Kremlin. 

Special permission of the Russi- 
an Government Is required to 
scrutinise them and It Is believed 
that examination of these docu- 
ments may GVwuually unr»vH 
the i»)il* r y Hrhind Nclaji’s disap- 
pearance at the i;.c! c! tr.f* Wuild 
War II. ac^nraliiR to three* scho- 
lars or the Aslailr Society who 
"recently visited some of the 1(i 
archives In Moscow under an 


Indo-Russlan cultural agreement. 

Dr Purabl Roy (Jadavpur 
Unlversh)), Dr Harl Vasudevan 
and Dr Sobhanial Dutla Gupta 
Uu Jhir^.Cf.’entta University) visit- 
ARC Suelrlyi is part of the CUhli* 
rat agreement signed betw^Pn 
the Asiatic SOl’IUt) ond the *nMl- 
lute of Or^ntai Studies. Moscovs . 
lo compile accessible ttiaU’ilals 
pertaining lo the lndo-Russlan 
relations during 191 7 and 194^. 

They told newspersons here 
that they faced "utmost" dlfTirul- 
ty In studying the available liutu 
mcnis In the archives. 

Since the available documents 
relating to Indlart history 
Uioslli In "disarray." the 
archives in the KGB office And 111 
the fTraldonl* archive In Krem- 
lin are cxpertnl tn reveal the 
hitherto unknown farts about 


Netaji.lhey fell. 

Asiatic Society general secrela 
ry Chandaft Roychowdhury said j 
the Prime Minister would be mov- 
ed to request the Russian Presi- 
*o allow Indian scholars to 
Kremlin *nrt also in thh ^Sj i7hc. j 
Moscow for collecting rrtON 1 Infer | 
matlAfl Ul/uui Indian tenders I 
The scholars, who spent aboulj 
S 6.000 dollars lb get acres* 
the archives In Moscovs, said tha) 
In most cases, they were nni 
aJIowed tu study the required 
files and documents The pro- 
blems were further mcrntuatcH 
due lo ’restriction’ Imposed by fa 
section of officials of the Indian 
embassy Iri Musi cm. Ihny alleged. 

Qn <hn revealing Tacts abopt 
Notaji Subhas ChAfUJia Dudn, 
thev na 1 ^ that documents at the 
archives of the Kxterh&l AfTelri 


M!*vJciry of the Russian federa 
lion Indicated iha! HUMan egar 
V G Sayadyant. who was allowe 
to function In India by the Brills 
Government, carried a lett< 
from Pundit Jaw&harlal Nehru 
August. 19*6 io Moscow on vv 
ti«n about Mi a. me 

Moreover, the scholars quo 
an article fit V Turadroy, • « 
editor of ~*ic end Africa Toe 
found among the arcKlvfal nial 
als. lo 5&y UiM the rU**s!r.n ft! 
aougnt to convey the mess a f 
Moscow in be plumber, 194b. 
the 6 ov1?k mighi have lo co 
"Forward Bloc as onP uf 
major political parties In 
apH its leader Subhas Ch; 
Bose". These relfTUiites p< 

Ui Nolaji Irr^g alive even In 
the scholars said 
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T MI E ASIATIC SOVIET 

Founded in 1784 

(An institution of National Importance declared by an Act of Parliament 

1, Park Street, Calcutta-700 016 




Dr. Chandan Roychaudhur, Ph.D., FRAS '(London) 
General Secretary 


S- bir' 


Dear Pranab Babu, 


Kindly recall the discussion that we had with you on 
two successive dates on 17th and 18th July in Delhi regarding 
our endeavour for the study of Indo-Russian relation during 
the period from 1917 to 1947. We are sending herewith a note 
for your kind consideration. We are also sending herewith some 
of the relevent documents collected by Dr. (Mrs.) Purabi Roy 
from Russia recently for your inforamtion and appropriate 
cons ideration . 

i 

You may now well appreciate going through our note and 
papers that the matter demands attention on a priority basis. 

[ 

Hope we shall be able to meet 
With kind regards, 

Enclo . As above 

Shri Pranab Mukherjee 
Minister of External Affairs 
Government of India 
South Block 
New Delhi 110 001 


you soon . 


/■> 


Yours sincerely, 



Telephone : 29-0779/ 29-7250/29-7251 Telex No. : 021 5238 ASIA IN Fax No. : 91-033-290355 
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A Note 


H • 


Dr. Purabi Roy, Dr. Sovenlal Duttagupta and Dr. Hari Vasudevsn 
were deputed by the Society to collect archival materials on 
Indo-Russion Relatione uith emphasis on the period 1917-47. 

i 

Dr. Purabi Roy and Dr. Sovanlal Duttagupta have returned uith 
volumes of archivals materials mostly concerning the roles of 
different political personalities on either side covering the 
period 1917-47. 


Amongst other things there are suggestive materials concerning 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. A lot of articles have appeared in 
Russian Journals in recent period i. e. 1992-93, copies of uhich 
have also been collected. Ploreover, Dr. Purabi Roy had extensive 
personal interactions uith cross section of scholars in Russia 
and also the Officials of The Ministry of External Affairs of 
that country. 

•s • 

•‘•i *y.'. • | 

The overuhelming number of personalities uhopi Dr. Purabi Roy*, 
could meet including the officials of the Ministry of External 
Affairs had suggestive uords to ventilate. All of them are 
^UQanimous on one point, houever, that KGB documents need to be 
consulted for pursuing the clues that uere given in the publi- 
cations recently appeared as uell as from collected archival 
materials and personal interviews. 

The people of this country and all over the^ globe are very much 
interested to knou abou the clout that had been created around 
Netaji concerning Russia. 

f 

But one point is clear that unless the Ministry of External 
^Affairs of our Government prevail upon the Russian authorities 
to allow our scholars access to KGB archives it is absolutely 
impossible for the scholars to pursue the matter further either 
of this country or of scholars of Russia. 


It would be appreciate if our scholars can get access first 
because that uould strengthen our position. It is also 
politically adviseable that ue acquire the documents first 

and deal with them keeping the current prospective in mind 

♦ 

before it reaches us through other chabbels in an inconvenient 
and purposive manner. 

The Asiatic Society therefore, urges upon the Hon'ble Minister 
in Charge of External Affairs to take up the matter with the 
Russian External Affairs Ministry to allow access to 
Dr, Purabi Roy to investigate in to the matter. 

It is also requested that the Ministry of External Affairs may 

get in touch with Afgan and Uzbekistan Governments to consult ' 

< 

their archives to pursue the clues that are available now. 

i» : Khfi' t * ; 

The matter may therefore, be taken up urgently and the Society 
may be informed accordingly. 

Some documents collected from Russia are enclosed hereuith for 
the information of the Hon'ble Minister in Charge of External 
Affairs, Government of India 0 



■it«n 


N. Ravi 
Deputy Chief 
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No. F. 5( 1 ) NGO-III 


January 29, 1996 


My dear 





Please refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO(Pt) 
dated 13th November, 1995. I hereby acknowledge the 
receipt of this contents mentioned thetein. 


I 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri Rajat Saha, 

Director ( CNV ) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 


NEW DELHI, Dec. 11. - The 
doctor who attended on Netaji 
Subhas. < Chandra Bose states 
categorically that the Indian 
leader died after being involved 
in a plane crash at Taihoku, 
Taiwan on August 18, 1945. 

Mr.Asish Ray, India-based 
representative of CNN TV and a 
grand-nephew of Netaji, gays it 
was only last -month that he 
learnt that Dr Taneyoshi Yoshi- 
mi was alive. With the help of a 
Japanese colleague, Mr Ray says 
he set up an Interview with the 
doctor. The . transcript of the 
interview vfi£b ,Dr Yoshimi is as 
follows: ^ . 

Question: Dojrou dearly re- 
member the episode of a plane 
crash at Taihoku, in Taiwan on 
August i8. $*5? 

Answer: Yes. After lunch there 
was an itfnerggpcy call from the 
military airport^ tayiiy there 


V --«r 

Bad been ■ plane accident and 
that there were several 
casualties. And that they were 
being sent to the hospital, so we 
should stand by and De ready to 
attend to them. 

Q: What time of the day was 
this? 

A: May be it was around two 
o’clock I remember we had just 
had lunch. So it must have been 
around one or two o'dock. 


v ' > • V ' t'WBak . 

jp^V' , . 

A: Mr Chandra Bose was somiya told this was Mr 
carried to the hospital in a truck, Chandra Bose, a very important 

with other patients. He was then person, and that I should save 

lifted by eight or ten people, nis life at any cost. That’s how I 

soldiers and nurses, to a room. knew who he was. 

His entire body was burnt. The Q: What else do you 
colour of his skin was like remember? 

oxidized silver. His hair was A: He was in severe pain, but 
completely burnt. We applied he never complained at any 

ointment on his skin, gave him a time. However, he asked for 

drip, a blood transfusion and water to drink — in Japanese — 

sulphur drugs to prevent saying ‘mizu, mizu* many times. 



very few words. ^ k 

Q: As a doctor, what chance of 
survival did l you give him? 

A: Frankly speaking, I thought 
it was almost impossible. His 
bums were third-degree burns 
and widespread. And in those 


Bose? ] 

A: Nevej wrxrfa a certificate In* 
the name 'of UbTka Okura. This 
is the first time I have heard this 
name. . *’ 

When It became obvidus to Dr 


days, medical technology was Yoshimi tjffljNetaji was sinking, 
such that if anyone had die spoke to him through an 
third-degree burns over more interpreter, £ Yogh J lazu 

than one-tliird of the body, he Nakamura, pis. is 
would normally have no chance, conversation* is 


INTERVIEW WITH THE DOCTOR WHO ATTENDED ON SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 




Q: What was the name of the 
hospital you were working at? 

A: ft was the Taihoku Army 
hospital, South Gate Annexe. 
Ana I was in charge of it. I was 
then a Colonel In the Japanese 
Army. 

Q: If you treated Subhas 
Chandra Bose, can you recall in 
what condition He was brought 
to the hospital aud what medical 
efforts were made to save his 
life? 


infection. 

Q: Was he conscious? 

A: Yes, he was conscious. 

Q: Since the patient had 
suffered serious burn injuries, 
including perhaps on his face — 
and since in any case Subhas 
Chandra Bose had features re- 
sembling an east Asian — what 
made you sure that the person 
you were treating was indeed 
him ? 

A: A Lieutenant called Non- 





He passed away before 
midnight, possibly before 11 
pm. 

Q: Was Subhas Chandra Bo- 
se’s ADC, Colonel Habibur 
Rahman, present at the bedside 
when he passed away? 

A: Yes, that’s correct. There 
was some conversation between 
the two. I couldn't, make out 
‘what they were saying as they 
were speaking in an Indian 
language. But Mr Bose spoke 


you? y;*. 

Netaji: My men 
provisional Govi 
Hind and the Aza i 
Leu pie later. Please 


It was almost certain he would 
die. I instantly recognized this 
the moment I saw him. 

Q: Did you write the deal 
certificate? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you write the name of and died 
Chandra . Bose in the as If blood ] 
certificate? Ewould like toil^ega 

A: Yes. ^ {At this stage yDr >Yos§ 

Q: Could you have written the he gave him afi?Tln}ectiC' 
name Tshiko Okura- in the fell asleep. After, some 
tertlffeate in plac^of wmm.) \ 
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CALGUTTi^Noy/ 19. — supporting documents in 

ward B Itx^leadpr, - Mi AshqJt j Supreme Court to pro™ 6u 


^HL V „ ? J i s death^whoft'iU* 

tion of f(a ipi|uiry committee to 25 ^decision to posthumously, award 
papbe lh&j)etfRtl of NetajLSubhafi'if him the Bharat Ratnaifcad,^, 
Chandra Bose, following reason* ^challenged. The ptttthbXQQU 
able doubt^on the leader’s death award was subsequently wftli 
in a plane crash at Taihoku on drawn by the Government . 

August 18 1945, reports UNI. The Forward. Bloc leadtaj jgP 

leged that the Congress "had 
He said here yesterday that his 1 never adopted a respectable 

party never believed that Subhas 'attitude towards Netaji. Rather^ 
Chandra Bose was still alive and he maintained, the 'ruling psjjty 
j would bnly seek a fair review of a t the Centre had tried to creffte. 

: the episode. He said the former confusion among the peopi£2£ 

Prime Minister, Morarji Desai, 8 Mr Ghosh claimed that" the 
had informed the Parliament on currant attempt by thafUniorvi 

August 28, 1978 that manyS^ Government to bring NetajiV 
doubts had cropped up aboiiEjy ashes was td divert the people’s 
the death of Netaji and that the^^ipdTrom the truth. He said the 
onus died with the Union Gov-p people had a right to know, the 
ernment to come out with the ‘exact report about Subhas CKan- 


exact picture, 
tytr 1 Ghosh said many new 
incidents had come to light after 
the break-up of the Soviet Union 
and recovery of reports stored in 
of some newly 
He said.** 
should 
commit- 
about his 
the Centre should 
the people by 
ashes of Netaji, 
n the birth cente- 
thpj^reat leader of 
moVement. 

He said ito Government had 


dra Bose, This had now become 
easier after the ope^pg up of the 
erstwhile Soviet Uojflfr - 

• . * ' - , i*’’ 

He said the Government could . 
unearth the truth if it constituted 
a high-powered committee tu go 
into the reports, now available 
In the archives of jorae r 
countries., he maintained/ that 
the Shahhaivaz Khan Copunis- 
sion and theKhosla Commiss 
reports Contained dissenl 
opinions and added that 
ssuo^should be reviewed b 
jther very relevant docu- 
its available in the archived 


earlier failejtao provide enough of some countries. 

■ * j'. 
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Pripuran Singh Haer 
Charge d'Affaires 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
6-8 Ulitsa Vorontsovo Pol 
MOSCOW 

. Tel. No. 917-0820 
1 * "Telex 413409 IN DEM-SU 

Tele Fax-9752337 
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October 31, 1995 


mos/poui25/i/9o V'V^. 

^ etutA 

Vide his letter No. MOS/A MB/979/95 dated July 27, 1995, 
Ambassador had informed you that he had taken up with the Foreign Office 
the question of examination of all materials to finally determine whether 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had entered or stayed in the territory of the 
former Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years. We have now been 
informed by the Foreign Office vide their note No. 73/YuA dated October 27, 
1 995 that after thorough investigations of all concerned records, there is no 
information whatsoever of Netaji having stayed on the territory of the former 
Soviet Union in 1945 and in subsequent years. The letter from Ambassador 
Kotov forwarding the note categorically asserts that " we can be sure that 
Netaji has never set foot on Russian soil" and that "extensive research can 
hardly leave any doubts" in this regard. A copy of Ambassador Kotov's 
letter and the Foreign Office note are enclosed. 

i 

2. I would like you to please bring this to the attention of Foreign 
Secretary and EAM. 





'OO—df , 


Yours sincerely 

(Pripuran Singh Haer) 


C 
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H.E. Mr. Ronen Sen 

1 

Ambassador of India 
to the Russian Federation 

Dear Ronen, 

Enclosed You will find our note concerning Subhash Chandra 
Bose. Do believe that we have tried our best to discover any relevant 
facts. 

Unfortunately, I am profoundly distressed being unable to provide 
any positive information on the subject of not the least importance for 
the Indian public. Alas, by now it appears that we can be sure that Netaji 
has never set foot on the Russian soil. Extensive research carried out 
upon the latest request of Yours can hardly leave any doubts to this 


effect. 


Sincerely Yours, 



Yu. Kotov 


(Unofficial Translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Russian Federation 

73/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the Republic of India in Moscow and with 
reference to the Embassy's note No. SA/83/95 dated July 27, 1995, has the 
honour to state that as a result of the investigations carried out at the 
Central Archival Collection of the Federal Security Service of Russia, and 
the Russian Centre for Retention and Perusal of Documents of Modern 
History, no information whatsoever has come to light on the stay of Subhash 
Chandra Bose on the territory of the former USSR in 1945 and in 
subsequent years. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity to 
renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
27 October 1 995 


Embassy of the Republic of India 
Moscow 


MMHHCTEPCTBO HHOCTPAHHbIX flEJl 
POCCMHCKOH ^E^EPAUHM 

ii ? 23/K)A ' • 



MHHMCTepcTBO HHOCTpaHHbix 1 .Heji PoccwwcKoft $eAepauwn 


CBHfleTejibCTByeT CBoe yBa::ieHne, FlocojibCTBy PecnydjiHKH Mhawh b MocKBe 
h ■ co ccbijiKofi v Ha HOTy nocojibCTBa N 2 SA/ 83/95 ot 27 hiojih 1995 roAa 
HweeT uecTb coodmHTb, hto b pe3yjibTaTe npoBeACHHOfi npoBepKH no 
OoHflaM UeHTpajibHoro apxwBa §eAepajibHofi cjiysidbi de3onacHOCTH Poccuh 
h PoccnncKoro peHTpa xpaHeHnn n H3yneHHfl AonyMeHTOB HOBenuieH , 

i 

ncTopnn KaKMx-^ndo CBeAeHun o npedbiBaHnn Cydxaui 9 aHApa Boca b 
1945 roAy h nocJieAyromne roAbi Ha TeppwTopnn dbiBiuero CCCP He 
BblflBJieHO. 

MuHHCTepcTBO nojib 3 yeTCfl cjiynaeM, modbi B 030 dH 0 BHTb nocojibCTBy 
yBepeHHHB CBoeM bhcokom yBa&eHMM. 



nocojibCTBy peciiybahkm mhamh 


r.MocicBa 


/ 



TELEX/TELEFAX 


From : Indembassy, Moscow 

To. EAM's Office, New Delhi (11-3011 463) 

Shrl D.B. Venkatesh Varma, APS to EAM from Minister (Pol)' 


Faxed below is the letter No 2/YuA of January 8, 1992, in its original 
Russian and rough translation, oil Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
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^Minister (Pol) 
13/10/95 
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(rough translation) 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Russian Federation 

No. 2/YuA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of Republic of India and with reference to the 
Embassy's Note dated 16 September 1991, has the honour to Inform that 
according to the data in the Central and Republican Archives, no 
information whatsoever is available on the stay of the former President of 
Indian National Congress, Neiaji Subhash Chandra Bose, in the Soviet 
Union in 1945 and thereafter. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy 
the assurances of its highest consideration. 


Moscow 
8 January 1992 


Embassy of the 
Republic of India 
Moscow 
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MKHMCTEPCTBO HHOCTPAHHHX HEJI 
POCCHflCKOfl ©EJEPAI001 
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No. X' /KJA 


MiiHHCTepCTBO MHOCipaHHhlX neji PoccuficKofl GeflepeLUHtf 


CEHijeTeJibCTByeT CBoe yBa^eHU? IlacojihCTsy PeanyOjiMKM Whum h, 
ccujiaJicL hb HOTy nocojibCTsa ot 16 cghthOph 1991, rona, HMeeT Mecit. 
cooCinijrrb, uto no namiUM ueHTpavitHtix w pecnyCui^.KaHCKHX apxneoE 
KaKHX- jm^o CEenemifl. o iipeObiBaHHH Cobgtckom Comae b 1945 h 
nocjienymtiuie rojibi ObiBniero npeBuneHTa HHnuflcKoro HauMQHOJibHorc 
Kourpecca Hex an ah CyOxain Man;ipa Boca He HMeeicn. 

■ MnHiicTepcTBo noJiBayeTCH cjiy^aeM, moOn BOBoOHOBuxb 

IlocoJibCTEy yKepeiiHH b cbosm bhcokom yBa*ennn. 



HHBapa 1992 rona 


noco jilct by pec ny bjihkm 


iLHliUM 


p. MocKfia 
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5 September, 1995 


■?-*- 


Race' Course Road 
New Delhi. 


fhri P. V. Narasimha Rao 
'ilme Minister of Iridia 

^ ~ n rs J 




I 


1 realise you are "eceiving conflicting signals on the issue ol‘ 
Netaji's remains. And I do not wish to be a part of a pressure 
group one way or the other. 

Att 1 wish to submit is that my continuing research on the subject 
convinces that the best way forward is to do a DNA test, which 
may proviu-. . :.c J usive and incontrovertible scientific -evidence as 
to whether the ashe 3 at Renkoj i temple' are Hetaji’s or not. I have 
spoKen 10 r:i expert on the subject; and he has no doubt ihnt 
irrevocable proof can be obtained. 

'iay " propose that an International team of experts, one of whom 
Con. be from our DNA centre at Hyderabad, is entrusted with the Job, 
wtt-K. cv,set of observers drawn from the Bose family. Forward Bloc and 
su£b like. 


You V\«.ve doubtless n. ±oed that last week a team of DNA experts 
established that remains regarding which there were doubts do indeeu 
be-long to Csar Nicholas. All we need ' s a blood sample from a 
jT.elttti.ve and bone particles from the ashes or a tooth (which is 
likely to exist in the urn on the basis of a claim made by Netaji's 
ADC, Colonel Habibur Rahjnan) to carry ou.t the test. 

A direction from you on the matter can set the ball rolling. 


Yours sincerely 



t regards 




tothl P.Oi vt 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


TOP SECRET 
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19 June 1995 


Please refer to your letter No. 
F. 1/12014/27/93-ISD. Ill dated 31 March, 1995 and 
subsequent letter of even number- dated 6 June, 
1995 from Special Secretary, Shri V.K.Jain 
regarding the remains of Netaji Subash Chandra 
Bose. 

2. As suggested by you, we have consulted our 
Ambassador in Tokyo and would like to convey the 
following information < : 


i 


i) Present arrangements: The ashes are 

current ly kep t in an urn on the- rig ht side oJ L t he 
main altar in the - Renko j i Temple in Bie outskirts 
( but wlThin the ~cTty) oT TURyo7 The Shrine is 
looked - after by Rev; Yasufumi Mochizuki whose 
father was the priest of the shrine earlier and 
had personally brought the ashes from, Taipei 
about fifty years ago. ' Once a year, on the 
occasion of Netaji's death anniversary on August 
18, a memorial service is held which is attended 
by close associates of Netaji and representatives 
of the Embassy. A list of these associates is 
attached. It would be noticed that the youngest 
is 55 years old while the oldest is 88 years old. 


ii) Security : Like in all Shrines in Japan, 
there is no security except what is ensured by 
the reverence and re spec t shown by the_ Japanese 

towards religious places^ The - door Is normalTy 

kept closed though there is no guarantee that it 
is always locked. Nobody has ever felt the need 
to lock it. The normal practice is that whenever 
anybody wants to visit the Shrine, the priest is 
informed and is present during the visit. It 
might be stressed that .the Shrine is not 
exclusively'"'devoted to the a shes of NeEaTi and 

is viSTted' by worshippers who , have not 

ilecessarrly- come to pay~irespect to the asTTes"^ 


Contd .... 2/- 


- 2 - 
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Any request J^rom us to strengthen security is 
not likely to be received Kindly as this is a 
place of worship open to all. Furthermore, any 
suggestion from us that security should be 
stepped up could well revive the occasional 
suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India* 

i 

iii ) Pressure for removal of ashes to India: 
Our Ambassador has the impression that such 
pressure as there is comes chiefly from the 
associates of Netaji who are growing older and 
who feel a personal sense of responsibility for 
the ashes. They feel that after them there might 
be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji. Even, within the group, the main pressure 
is from the older members , r especially Mr* 
Hayashi, Secretary of the "Bose Academy". He is 
in poor health. The younger members seem to be 
quite willing to carry on the memorial service 
although they would all be happy to see Netaji' s 
ashes repatriated to India with due -honour and 
ceremony. Hayashi had said, at the memorial 
service on 18 August 1994, that that would be the 
last memorial service ,"in keeping with Buddhist 
tradition .and^’.pract ice" . , It is not clear that 
there is *arty rule for discontinuance of the 
memorial service after fifty years. In any case, 
the next Memorial Service is due on 18 August 
1995 and our Embassy has an impression .that other 
members of the group might continue the practice. 

(iv) The Priest : Discussions with the 
priest, Rev. Mochizuki, show that he is, quite 
happy to carry on the work of looking after the 
ashes. The presence of the ashes gives his 
temple some additional importance and' some 
additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that 
we donate annually for its upkeep . It might be 
desirable to increase this contribution, perhaps 
to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67.782 at this month's 
official exchange rate) . Last year, Rev. 
Mochizuki told our Embassy that he has absolutely 
no problem in continuing this work. He also said 
that his father received the ashes with the 
blessings of the Governments of Japan and India 
and that he has no intention of doing anything 
without the full consultation and approval of 
these two Governments. 

(v) ' reign Of fic e : The Foreign Office has 
occasion. ■ raised this matter with us and has 
asked whether, in view of the 1 forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji 's death and the forthcoming 


centenary of his birth ( 23rd _ Jgjtujory , 1997), we 

propose to take the ashes back to India. This 
has been more in the nature of an enquiry than a 
suggestion. But we know that some members of 
Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. 
Ashis Ray of CNN, who is the son of Netaji's 
elder brother, had visited Japan about a year ago 
and had met officials at the Foreign Office. 
Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 

German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions 
with other members of the family and had been in 
touch with the Japanese Ambassador in Delhi in 
February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Mr. Hayashi. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would- do 
anything without consulting us and seeking our 

concurrence. In fact, they never raised the 

matter with us till the visit of Ashis Ray.. 

3. Our Ambassador feels that Netaji's ashes 

seem to be housed in an adequate manner but, as 
is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 

security against any deliberate attempt to 

create problems. . If any specific or concrete 
threat can be* pointed out, the Japanese side 
will provide security, but it' f cannot be judged 
without making the request whether a general 
call to strengthen security will bring 

compliance . It should be noted that the ashes 
have been kept for the last fifty years without 
any problem. While the Japanese will be happier 
if the ashes were taken to India, there does not 
seem to be any reason for precipitate action to' 
move the ashes. This assessment by the Embassy 
is based on oblique, informal and discreet 
enquiries since direct questioning might create 
the impression that GOI is planning on some 
action. 

4. As regards contingency plans, these can 

be drawn up once the type of contingency ' is 
known. In case the ashes are removed from the 
temple but not returned to India, the only 
location for housing them would be the Embassy. 
Suitable facilities would then need to be 

constructed for adequate security as well as for 
public disp *y of the ashes in a manner 
consistent h the necessary respect and 

reverence. -In the event of a sudden 

unforeseeable 'contingency, it would be possible 
to lock up the ashes in the Stirong Room in the 
Embassy. In either eventuality, the implication 
would be formal acceptance by Goi that these 


ashes are indeed of Netaji's: is not possible 
to cover contingencies such as natural calamities 
or social unrest since these are difficult to 
foresee and provide for. 

5. Our Ambassador feels, and we agree, that the 
most desirable solution might be for a consensus 
to be reached in India for the ashes to be 
brought back with full honour and ceremony. Till 
that becomes possible, the best option mgy be to 
continue the status quo as long as possible 
despite such inadequacies as have been observed 
over the last fifty years. 



Yours sincerely 



( S . Haidar ) 


Shri K. Padmanabhaiah 
Home Secretary, > 

North Block, 

New Delhi. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF NETA J I SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY 


1 . 

Mr . 

T .* 

Abe 

(76) 

2 . 

Mr . 

S . 

Aburaya 

< 72 ) 

3 . 

Mr . 

Y. 

I sh i kawa ( 74 ) 

4 . 

Ms . 

S . 

I keda 

(71 ) 


Mr . 

T. 

I noue 

(76) 

6 . 

Mr . 

J. 

I waha r £ 

(77) 

7 . 

Mr . 

S. 

Okuda 

(72) 

*e- 

Mr . 

H. 

Ohyash i k i ( 7 3 ) 


Mr . 

Y. 

Kanat om i ( 0 3 ) 

10 . 

Ms . 

C. 

Tsukamo to ( 60 ) 

1 1 . 

Ms . 

F. 

Tadoko r o 

(73 ) 

1 2 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Kuwaba r a 

( 70 ) 

1 3 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Neg i sh i 

( 00) 

14 . 

Mr . 

C . 

Fu j i i 

( 76) 

15 . 

Mr . 

K. 

Maeda 

( 02 ) 

16 . 

Ms . 

K. 

Mat sush ima ( 69 

17 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Sh i mod a 

( 73 ) 

10 . 

Mr . 

K . 

Sakem i 

( 74 ) 

19 . 

, Mr . 

K. 

Mur at a 

(76) 

20 . 

Mr . 

K . 

Moch i zuk i ( 55 ) 
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21 . 

Mr . 

M . 

, Hayash i 

( 02 ) 


Mina t o-ku 


Ohyaguchi jUraawa- 


sh i 


(Renkoji Temple) 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 
TRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


TOP 



NO. 0 ( ^ J 


19 June 1995 



Please refer to 


your letter No. 


F.1/12014/27/93-ISD. Ill dated 31 March, 1995 and 
subsequent letter of even number dated 6 June, 
1995 from Special Secretary, Shri V.K.Jain 
regarding the remains of Neta j i Subash Chandra 
Bose . 

2. As suggested by you, we have consulted our 
Ambassador in Tokyo and would like to convey the 
following information : 

• 

i) Present arrangements: The ashes are 
currently kept in an urn on the right side of the 
main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the outskirts 
( but within the city) of Tokyo. The Shrine is 
looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki whose 
father was the priest of the shrine earlier and 
had personally brought the ashes from Taipei 
about fifty years ago. Once a year, on the 
occasion of Netaji’s death anniversary on August 
18, a memorial service is held which is attended 
by close associates of Netaji and representatives 
of the Embassy. A list of these associates is 
attached. It would be noticed that the youngest 
is 55 years old while the oldest is 88 years old. 


ii) Security : Like in all Shrines in Japan, 
there is no security except what is ensured by 
the reverence and respect shown by the Japanese 
towards religious places. The door is normally 
kept closed though there is no guarantee that it 
is always locked. Nobody has ever felt the need 
to lock it. The normal practice is that whenever 
anybody wants to visit the Shrine, the priest is 
informed and is present during the visit. It 
might be stressed that the Shrine is not 
exclusively devoted to the ashes of Netaji and 
is visited by worshippers who have not 
necessarily come to pay respect to the ashes. 


Contd .... 2/- 


Any request' from us to strengthen security is 
not likely to be received kindly as this is a 
place of worship open to all. Furthermore, any 
suggestion from us that security should be 
stepped up could well revive the occasional 
suggestions from the Japanese that we should take 
the ashes to India. ’ , 

iii) Pressure for removal of ashes to India: 
Our Ambassador has the impression that such 
pressure as there is comes chiefly from the 
associates of Netaji who are growing older and 
who feel a personal sense of responsibility for 
the ashes. They feel that after them there might 
be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of 
Netaji. Even within the group, the main pressure 
is from the older members, especially Mr. 
Hayashi, Secretary of the "Bose Academy". He is 
in poor health. The younger members seem to be 
quite willing to carry on the memorial service 
although they would all be happy to see Netaji's 
ashes repatriated to India with due' honour and 
ceremony. Hayashi had said, at the memorial 
service on 18 August 1994 , that that would be the 
last memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist 
tradition and practice". It is not clear that 
there is any rule for discontinuance of the 
memorial service after fifty years. In any case, 
the next Memorial Service is due on 18 August 
1995 and our Embassy has an impression that other 
members of the group might continue the practice. 

(iv) The Prie st i Discussions with the 

priest, Rev. Mochizuki, show that he is quite 
happy to carry on the work of looking after the 
ashes. The presence of the ashes gives his 
temple some additional importance and some 
additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that 
we donate annually for its upkeep . It might be 
desirable to increase this contribution, perhaps 
to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67.782 at this month's 
official exchange rate) . Last year, Rev. 
Mochizuki told our Embassy that he has- absolutely 
no problem in continuing this work. He also said 
that his father received the ashes with the 
blessings of the Governments of Japan and India 
and that he has no intention of doing anything 
without the full consultation and approval of 
these two Governments. 

( v) Forei gn Office : The Foreign Office has 
occasionally raised this matter With us and has 
asked whether, in view of the forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death and the forthcoming 



centenary of his birth ( 23rd _ Jqjoqjary , 1997), we 

propose to take the ashes back to India. This 
has been more in the nature of an enquiry than a 
suggestion. But we know that some members of 
Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. 
Ashis Ray of CNN, who is the son of Netaji's 
elder brother, had visited Japan about a year ago 
and had met officials at the Foreign Office. 
Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 
German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions 
with other members of the family and had been in 
touch with the Japanese Ambassador in Delhi in 
February 1995. She had also written to some 
associates of Netaji, including Mr. Hayashi. It 
is unlikely that the Foreign Office would do 
anything without consulting us and seeking our 
concurrence. In fact, they never raised, the 
matter with us till the visit of Ashis Ray. 

3. Our Ambassador feels that Netaji's ashes 

seem to be housed in an adequate manner but, as 
is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 
security against any deliberate attempt to 

create problems. If any specific or concrete 
threat can be pointed out, the Japanese side 
will provide security, but it cannot be judged 
without making the request whether a general 
call to strengthen security will bring 

compliance . It should be noted that the, ashes 
have been k,ept for the last fifty years without 
any problem. While the Japanese will be happier 
if the ashes were taken to India, there does not 
seem to be any reason for precipitate action to 
move the ashes. This assessment by the Embassy 
is based on oblique, informal and discreet 
enquiries since direct questioning might create 
the impression that GOI is planning on some 
action . 

4. As regards contingency plans, these can 

be drawn up once the type of contingency is 
known. In case the ashes are removed from the 

temple but not returned to India, the only 
location for housing them would be the Embassy. 
Suitable facilities would then need to be 

constructed for adequate security as well as for 
public display of the ashes in a manner 

consistent with the necessary respect and 

reverence. In the event of a sudden 

unforeseeable contingency, it would be possible 
to lock up the ashes in the Strong Room in the 

Embassy. In either eventuality, the implication 
would be formal acceptance by GOI that these 



ashes are indeed of Netaji'sT "1C is not possible 
to cover contingencies such as natural calamities 
or social unrest since these are difficult to 
foresee and provide for. , * 

5. Our Ambassador feels, and we agree, that the 
most desirable solution might be for a consensus 
to be reached in India for the ashes to be 
brought back 1 with full honour and ceremony. Till 
that becomes possible, the best option may be to 
continue the status guo as long as possible 
despite such inadeguacies as have been observed 
over the last fifty years. 



Yours sincerely, 



( S . Haidar ) 


Shri K. Padmanabhaiah, 
Home Secretary, 

North Block, 

New Delhi. 
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S r C R r 7 A R y 


* 



S E 





No. 




.ft.MUA.SgA.IKm 


hNW 



Telex: 2324886 IN DEM B J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 

June 10, 1995 


^ -J j~n jt rs 

ft* j~ h » 

6 fVvir' dx 



P iu 

pyx f) ' 

y < S-^ n - 




fc. 


My dear 

Kindly refer to your letter no. 576/FS/95 dated 3rd April, 1 995. 

I have taken some time to reply as we wanted to study the situation 
thoroughly, have some informal discussions with the various people involved 
and make an assessment of the points mentioned in your letter. I would 
sum up the position as follows: 

2. Present arrangements: The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the 
right side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the outskirts (but within 
the city) of Tokyo. The Shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had personally brought 
the ashes from Taipei about fifty years ago. Once a year, on the occasion 
of Netaji's death anniversary on August 1 8, a memorial service is held which 
is attended by close associates of Netaji and representatives of the 
Embassy. A list of these associates is attached. It would be noticed that the 
youngest is 68 years old while the eldest is eighty eight. 

3. Security: Like in all Shrines in Japan, there is no security except what 
is ensured by the reverence and respect shown by Japanese towards 
religious places. The door is normally kept closed though there is no 
guarantee that it is always locked. Nobody has ever felt the need to do so. 
The normal practice is that whenever anybody wants to visit the Shrine the 
priest is informed and is present during the visit. It might be stressed that 
this Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the ashes of Netaji and there are 
worshippers who have not necessarily come to pay respect to the ashes. 
I might mention that any request from us to beef up security is not likely to 
be received kindly as this is a place of worship open to all. Furthermore, 
any suggestion from us that security should be stepped up could well revive 
the occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take the ashes 
to India. 


4. "Pressure" for removal of the ashes to India: In the past there has 
been an impression that there is growing pressure from the Japanese to take 
the ashes to India. My impression is that this so called pressure comes 
more from the associates of Netaji who are getting older and who feel a 
personal sense of responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of Netaji. Even 



among this group the main "pressure" for Netaji's ashes to go 
is from the older members, especially Mr Hayashi, who is the Secretry of the 
"Bose Academy" and is in poor health. At the memorial service on 18th 
August last year he is reported to have said that that would be the last 
memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist traditions and practice" (as far 
as we are aware, there is no such hard and fast rule of discontinuing 
memorial services after 50 years). He has also made suggestions on some 
other occasions that we should consider taking the ashes to India. At the 
same time, the younger members seem to be quite willing to carry on the 
memorial service although they would all be happy to see Netaji's ashes 
repatriated to India with due honour and ceremony. A note recorded by 
Minister (Consular) after attending the Memorial Service on August 18, 
1994 is enclosed. We are trying to ascertain informally from various 
members of the group if they will be organising a memorial service this 
coming August 18. Our impression is that they propose to continue this 
practice. I would welcome your guidance on whether we should try to play 
an active role in this regard or merely let the members of the group decide. 


5. The Priest: Our discussions with the priest. Rev. Mochizuki show that 
he is quite happy to carry on the work of looking after the ashes. The 
presence of the ashes gives his temple some additional importance and 
some additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that we donate annually 
for the upkeep of the temple. I feel it might be desirable to increase his 
motivation and interest by increasing this contribution occasionally. I would 
suggest that next year we may increase it to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67,782 
at this month's official exchange rate). Further increases can be considered 
occasionally. Rev. Mochizuki told our Minister (Consular), who looks after 
this matter, that he has absolutely no problem in continuing this work. He 
also said that his father received these ashes with the blessings of the 
Governments of Japan and India and that he has no intention of doing 
anything without full consultation and approval of these two governments. 

6. Foreign Office: The Foreign Office has occasionally raised this matter 
with us and have asked whether, in view of the forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death and the forthcoming centenary of his birth 
(23rd January, 1 997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been asked more in the nature of an enquiry than a suggestion. But we 
know that some members of Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. Ashis Ray of CNN, who is 
the son of Netaji's elder brother, had visited Japan about; a year ago and had 
met the Foreign Office and Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 
purported German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other 
members of the family and ' had been in touch with the Japanese 
Ambassador in Delhi in February 95. She had also written to some 
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associates of Netaji including Mr. Hayashi. I doubt if the Foreign Office' 
would do anything without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. In 
fact they never raised the matter with us till the visit of Mr. Ashis Ray. 


7. Assessment: To sum up, Netaji's ashes seem to be housed in an 
adequate manner but, as is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 
security against any one who might deliberately wish to create problems. 
Any request to beef up security is not likely to be received kindly but 
whether they will comply or not can only be known if we were to make 
such a request or make specific enquiries. My assessment is that if we can 
point to any specific or concrete threat, they will provide security. But we 
need to keep in mind the fact that these arrangements without any provision 
for security have continued for the last fifty years without any problems and 
unless we have any specific reasons for asking for a change any request is 
likely to raise eyebrows. 

8. While the Japanese will be happier if the ashes were taken to India, 
I do not see anything on the horizon which might result in any pressure on 
us to move the ashes in a precipitate manner. This, however, is based on 
oblique, informal and very discreet enquiries as any open questions by us in 
this regard are likely to create the impression that we are planning on doing 
something. 


9. As regards contingency plans, we would need to know the exact type 
of contingency that we are planning for. If it involves a situation where the 
ashes need to be removed from the temple (which is not foreseen at the 
moment) and where their return to India is not possible, the only possibility 
I foresee is to bring them to the Embassy. The Embassy does not, however, 
have any specific arrangements for public display of these ashes in a manner 
which is consistent with the present atmoshpere of respect and reverence. 
Suitable facilities would need to be constructed with provision for adequate 
security. This could take considerable time. Should a contingency arise 
suddenly, along with a need for greater security, the only viable option for 
the short term would be to keep the ashes locked up in a strong room in the 
Embassy. I should point out, however, that bringing the ashes to the 
Embassy would effectively imply a formal acceptance by the Government 
of India that these ashes are those of Netaji, which, if my understanding is 
right, could create its own problems. 

10. The ultimate solution is clearly for a consensus to be reached in India 
for the ashes to go back to India with full honour and ceremony. Till that 
becomes possible, the best option would seem to be to continue the status- 
quo as long as possible. I must, however, stress the point that the present 
arrangements do not provide for any security and that, while no guarantees 
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are possible, these arrangements have continued without any problems for 
the last fifty years. 



11. In the above analysis I have not covered such contingencies as 
natural calamities like earthquake and fire, which would be difficult to 
provide for, and riots or social unrest which are not very common here. 
There is a clear trade off between complete safety and security and public 
access to Netaji's ashes. 



Yours sincerely, 



Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 


ML. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY 


1 . 
2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 


1 1 . 
1 2 . 
1 3 . 

14 . 

15 . 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 

19 . 

20 . 


21 . 


Mr . 
Mr . 
Mr . 
Ms . 
Mr . 
Mr . 

Mr . 
Mr . 
Mr . 
Ms . 
Ms . 
Mr . 
Mr . 
Mr . 
Mr . 
Ms . 
Mr . 
Mr . 

Mr . 
Mr . 

Mr . 


T. Abe (76) 
S . Aburaya (72) 
Y . I shikawa ( 74 ) 
S- Ikeda (71) 
T . I noue ( 76 ) 
J. Iwahara (77) 


85-20 Naganuma-machi , Hach imo j i - shi 

7- 19-5 Joyo Koto-ku 

1101-13-8-2, Azabu 10 fan, Minato-ku 

8- 23-4, Shimomeguro Meguro-ku 

9- 24-2, Syonandai , Fujizawa-shi 

5C Nakamine Mansion 27-2-5, Akasaka, 
Minato-ku 


S. Okuda (72) 25-21-2, Nishi Azabu, Minato-ku 

H . Ohyashiki ( 73 ) 902-11-54-3 Wada Suginami-ku 

Y. Kanatomi (83) 5-54-3 Izumi-machi, Suginami-ku 
C . Tsukamoto ( 68 ) 

F.Tadokoro (73) 8-47-1 Arakawa, ArakaV/a-ku 

12-29-2 Sh i r ayur i I zumu-ku , Yokohama 
6-8-5 Narita Higashi, Suginami-ku 
12-9-1 Tsuga Wakafa-ku, Chiba-shi 
(82) 30-1 Higashi Shinmachi , Itawashi-ku 

K . Mat sushima (69)606-10-1-5 Minami Aoyama , Minato-ku 

T. Shimoda (73) 6-19-5 Inamur agasaki , Kamakura-shi 

K.Sakemi (74) Co-Tateishi , 7-2373 Ohyaguchi , Ur aawa- 

sh i 


T.Kuwabara (78) 
T.Negishi (88) 
C . Fu j i i 
K . Maeda 


(76) 


K. Murata (76) 1101-6-11-3 Itobashi-ku 

K . Mochi zuki ( 55 ) 20-30-3 Wada Suginami-ku 

pRiSSTL (Renkoji Temple) 

M.Hayashi (82) 3000 Noforito Tama-ku, Kamasaki-shi 


SfC RE 7A^y 


A 
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Or> .'Vu'.c-i.'.r.t IB, 1994, I attended the? memorial service at the 
Rent oil Temple org^ni«;cd by Net a j 1 Subhash Chandra Bose Academy 

to mat k the- *i9th death anni versary o f Netaji. The organisers 

called it the 50th memorial service as per the calculations in 
Buddhist tradition. The memorial service was held at 1 p.m. in 
the main temple and was conducted by Rev. Mochijuki, son of late 
Rev. Mochijuki who had received Netaji ’s ashes at this temple. 
In view of the announcement of the organisers made earlier that 
since the members of the Academy were getting old, this will be 
the last memorial service, about 70 persons attended the service 
as against 50 last year. After the conclusion of the memorial 
service at about 2 p.m., all the 70 persons moved to a hall where 
speeches were delivered by members of the Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy and other guests. The speeches mostly related to 

reminiscences of their association with Netaji and INA. Most of 
the members of the Academy had known Netaji personally and con- 
tinue to be enamoured of his personality and great virtues even 
today. Mr. M. Hayashi , Secretary of the Academy, stated in his 
speech that according to the Buddhist tradition and practice, 
50th memorial service will be the last one and from next year 
there will be no memorial service. He also stated that he was 

looking forward to the day when Netaji’s ashes will be 

repatriated with honour to India. Some relatively younger mem- 
bers of the Academy, however, stated in their speeches that they 
would like to continue remembering Netaji. Towards the end of 
the function, I was also asked to speak a few words on this occa- 
sion. In a brief speech, I thanked Rev. Mochijuki, Mr. Hayashi 
and other functionaries of the Academy for organising the func- 
tion. I also hinted in my speech that though we were informed 

that most of the members 6f the Academy are old, I, in fact, 

found lot of young spirit in most of them. 


2. Like previous year, the function was also attended by press 
reporters. One reporter from TV Asahi and two from Kyodo News 
Service were present. Their names are enclosed. J, three 
reporters, Takezumi Ban of Kyodo News Service had contacted me on 
phone on 17.B.94 afternoon and had asked a few questions. The 
questions related to the cause of Indian authorities’ 1 indecision 
in taking away the ashes from Renkoji Temple. I told him that 
the main hurdle was that some of the family members and friends 
still had doubts in their minds about the death of Netaji in the 
air crash on August 18, 1945. He further asked if Indian Em- 
bassy, Tokyo, would make some arrangement for holding the 
memorial service in view of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy's 
decision to discontinue this service from next year. I told them 
that once the doubts in the minds of relatives and friends of the 
Netaji were cleared, the entire question of taking care of 
Netaji 's ashes and its repatriation could be decided. He asked 
some more questions about differences between Gandhi ji and Netaji 
and was informed that their goal was the same, i.e., freedom for 
India, but the difference was that Gandhi ji wanted to adopt non- 
violence as the means to achieve the goal whereas Netaji wanted 
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to achieve freedom with force- Hidetoshi Mara, Staff Reporter of 
Kyodo News Service, asked me some questions after the function on 
August 18. His first question was if Netaji was still respected 
in India. I told that Netaji is our national hero and his great 
qualities of dedication to his ideals and selfless sacrifice for 
the sake of his country continue to be respected and remembered 
even today- He further put a question that what would have been 
the present shape of India if Netaji was alive and returned to 
India after independence- I sidetracked the question by replying 
that one cannot possibly imagine history. He also focussed on 
the differences between Netaji and Gandhi ji and was given the 
reply on the same lines as to the former correspondent - The 
Asahi TV representative, though introduced herself to me, did not 
come up with any question- They covered the entire function 
which will be televised on channel 10 on a day to be fixed later. 
The coverage on this year's memorial service is yet to appear in 
the press. 

3- During my informal talks with the members of the Academy, I 
gathered that they have almost decided to carry on this memorial 
service in future also- While they are keen that Netaji 's ashes 
should be repatriated to India with honour, they nurture the 
memories of Netaji with great love and respect- Mr- Hayashi's 
announcement (Secretary of the Academy) during his speech that 
this year's ceremony was the last memorial service, effectively 
meant that he himself desired to be relinquished of this respon- 
sibility. Other members, younger than Mr- Hayashi (Mr. 
Futaranosuke Nagoshi , former Professor of Takachiho University 
located near Netaji Academy,, Mr. Kawamura, who was formerly run- 
ning a Public Accounts Office and Mr. Okuda, Managing Director, 
Saudi Arab Airlines, Tokyo) are, however, keen to take over this 
responsibility and carry on the memorial service. 

Submitted for information. 


(Bhushan Jain) 
Mini ster (C) 
22.0d.?4 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 

June 7, 1995 



From: Foreign New Delhi 
To : Indembassy Tokyo 



Ambassador from FS 


Please refer my letter No . 57 6 l/FS/95 dated 3 
April 1995 , regarding Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 
^ Grateful if you could expedite r£ply 



(8. Haidar) 
Foreign Secretary 
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DrO.No.l/12014/27/93-lS( ®Tlll) 

< ') *j W v t 

vvrtiwrtrK 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

New Delhi-llOOUl , the 
June g/^"',1995. 


Dear Shri 


HcuJUy 



1 


y 


Please refer to the Home Secretary's letter No. 
l/12015/27/93-lS( D.lll ) dated 31st March, 1995 regarding the 
question of bringing the mortal remains of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

2. 1 would be grateful if you couid seek a detailed 

report from our Tokyo Mission and send it to this Ministry 
with your comments. This would enable us. to decide on the 
future course of action. 

UoUT warr™ ^ 

Yours sincerely, 

4 ? 

( V.K. JAIN ) 

0 

Shri Salman Haider, 

Foreign Secretary , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

NEW DELHI 


A 


M 



j»<wi 



No.^//FS/?5 
My dear A 



Pifo nfa=i 

Msr n-Tfin^T, nf 1 001 1 
foreign secretary 

MINISTRY or EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 

3 April 1995 




ft 


The Union Cabinet had considered on 8th 
February, 1995 the question of bringing the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. While deferring a final decision, Cabinet 
directed that the dependability of the arrangements in 
Japan should be properly examined and that a 
contingency plan for the proper upkeep of the mortal 
remain should be drawn up and that our Ambassador in 
Tokyo be specifically requested to look into these 
aspects . 

2. Before further action is taken, please send 

us a detailed report on present arrangements, the 
necessary changes required in the upkeep facilities 
and what manner of interaction and discussions with 
various authorities in Japan are required to ensure an 
appropriate follow up of the Cabinet decision. 

j)\\ ) 


Shri K. Sahdev 
Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


Yours sincerely, 


itw/ L- 


J[ h ta h' 

( S. Haidar ) 


* 
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D.O. No. F.^/12014/27/93-lSD. Ill S 

■?'/} 

K . PADMANABHAIAH 




’If W 

HOME SECRETARY 
TJTT?T *T7*TT 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 




March ^ *1995 


Dear 
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The Union Cabinet had considered on 8th 
February , 1 995 the question of brining the mortal remains 
of Netaii Snhhash Chandra Rose from Japan to India. 
While deferring a final decision, Cabinet directed that 
the dependability of the arrangements in Japan should be 
properly examined and that a contingendy plan for the 
proper upkeep of the mortal remain should be drawn up 
and that our Ambassador in Tokyo be specifically 
requested to look into these aspects. Before taking 
further action in this regard, we would like to be 
advised by our Ambassador in Tokyo as to the present 
arrangements, the necessary changed required in the 
upkeep facilities and what manner of interaction and 
discussions with various authorities in Japan are 
required to ensure an appropriate follow up of the 
Cabinet deci si on . 


- 


2. T should be grateful if you seek a detailed 

report from our Tokyo Mission and send it to MHA with 
your comments to enable us to decide on the further line 
of action. 


-It / : ' 

Yours sincerely, 



( K . PADMANABHAIAH )S 



Shri Salman Haider, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI 
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MOST IMMEDIATE ' 


Diary * ’ 


COPY No. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT 3 ARKAR) . 

-JIJ ^.CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 

A ^ 

. W>- 
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NEW DELHI, the 15th February, 1995. 




f The undersigned is directed to circulate herewith the 

/minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held on 8th February, 1995. 
Case Nos. 40/6/95 to/45/6/95). 




Hfl". M ^Rao) 
ity^to 


Deputy Secretacy^to the Cabinet. 
Tele : 3015802 


Prindipal Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
Secretary to the Prime Minister. 


Copy, with a copy of the relevant minutes, forwarded to the 
following,' in respect of cases(s) mentioned against each:- 


m 

t 


ii 

ls 




Secretary, Ministry of Information and 
, Broadcasting. 

Secretary, Department of Industrial 
Development . 

Secretary, Ministry of Science and 
Technology . 

Secretary, Department of Eduacation. 
Foreign Secretary. 

Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 


( 

( 

( 

(Case No . 4 0 

( 

( 

( 

(Case Nos. 40 
( and 44 


> 


!>W 


Ai lt \i< 


Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs. (Case Nos. 40, 41 

( and 45 


Finance Secretary. 

Secretary, Department of Revenue. 


( Case Nos .40,42 
( and 43 

(Case No. 40 and 43 




Secretary, Ministry of Personnel , Publ ic (Case Nos. 41 
Grievances and Pensions. ( and 43 




\A , 


or 




Secretary, Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas. 


( Case No . 4 2 

( 










■X 
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Secretary, Ministry of Surface Transport ( Case No. 43 
Secretary, Department of Expenditure. (Case No. 43 
Secretary, Department of Jammu & Kashmir(Case No. 45 




(IftFI. M ,) 

Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet. 


•ail 


Copies . 


SECRET 
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COPY NO. p 


No. 6/CM/95 

t 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 


EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CABINET HELD AT 1200 HOURS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 
8TH FEBRUARY, 1995 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
(NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 44/6/95 


Item 5 


Proposal to bring the mortal remains of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. 


^□EFERKEDT^/ 
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COPY NO. 


No. 6/CM/95 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 




EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
CABINET HELD AT 1200 HOURS, ON WEDNESDAY, THE 
8TH FEBRUARY, 1995 IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM 
(NO. 155), SOUTH BLOCK, NEW DELHI. 


Case No. 40/6/95 


Item 1 


Publication of foreign newspapers and 
periodicals in India- Reyiew of 
Government's policy as contained in the 
Cabinet Decision of 1955. 
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COPY NO 

No. 6/CM/95 (iii) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 

CABINET SECRETARIAT ( MANTRIMANDAL SACHJVALAYA) 





NEW DELHI, the fth February, 1995 


ljj-Magha, 1916 (S) 


v y 



The following will constitute additional item on the agenda 
for the meeting of the Cabinet scheduled to be held at 1145 
hours, on Wed nesday, the 8th February, 1995 in the Conference 
Room (No. 155) South Block, New Delhi : - 



5. 


SUBJECTS 


Proposal to bring the mortal MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS , 

remains, of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose from Japan to India. 

(Note dated 2.2.1995 (CD-92/95) 

from the Ministry of Home 

Affairs, attached) . 


Dep 



To 


£ 


Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister 
Secretary to the Prime Minister. 


Copy, with enclosure, forwarded for information to the 
following 




% 


Secretary , 


Ministry of Home Affairs. 


(Sponsoring) . 



*GSH* 

{ Copies. 
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No. 1/12014/ 27/93- IS. (D. Ill ) 

’ 92 --95 MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

ir* • — ** 

NOTE FOR THE CABINET 

-wm - - - - "■ 



Subject:- Proposal to bring the rnortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 

t 

A 

The mortal remains of Netaji are now kepet in the 

Bose Academy in Tokyo. The Bose Academy members are 

••reportedly thinking of disbanding the Academy and having the 
last memorial service in 1995 on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death. Because of this and also 
since the birth centenary of Netaji is cjue in 1997, the 

issue of what action is to be taken regarding the mortal 
remains of Netaji has now acquired ' some urgency. There has 
been wide media coverage in Japan focusing on the concern 
expressed by the war veterans of the Academy over the 

Government of India's lack of interest in taking the ashes 
to India. If no decision is taken in 1995, India may be 
asked by the Bose Academy to take charge of the mortal 
remains of Netaji. ■ It would not be possible for India to 
refuse to take possession of the mortal remains. Therefore, 
a decision is required to be taken well in advance as to 
tjjiat is to be dorte with these mortal remains. 

I 

Background 


2. Netaji's death is an issue surcharged with emotion. 
The issue of whether he actually died in the plane crash of 
18th August, 1945 at Taihokii has been questioned by some 
individuals and organisations. 


3. in response to public demand, Government of India 
appointed an Inquiry Committee in April, 1956 to ascertain 
the circumstances concerning Netaji's death in an air crash. 
The Committee comprised S/Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
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Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother of Netaji) and 
S . N . Ma i t ra , former Chief Commissioner of Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. The Committee/ by a majority of 2:1/ 
came to the conclusion that' Netaji died in the air crash 
at Taihoku (Taiwan) on 18th August, 1945. Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose disagreed with this conclusion and submitted 
a dissenting report. Although the report of the 

Committee was considerably devalued by Shri Suresh 
Chandra Bose's dissent, the majority report was accepted 
by the Government. 

4. The controversy over the disappearance of Netaji 

persisted. Rumours about Netaji's survival and subsequent 
disappearance kept cropping up. In response to a demand 
for fresh inquiry by a number of MPs belonging to 
different political parties, the Government of India 
appointed a one-man Commission of Inquiry in July, 1970. 
Justice G.D.Khosla, retired Chief Justice of Punjab High 
Court, was asked to "inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to disappearance of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose and make a report to the Central 
Government". The Commission visited Japan, Burma, 

Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, South Vietnam and Taiwan 
and examined 224 witnesses, (including 100 examined 
abroad) . A large number of files and documents produced 
before the Commission were examined. The Commission 

arrived at the same conclusion that Netaji died in the 
air crash at Taihoku on 18th August, 1945. The Cabinet 
considered this report and accepted the findings. The 
report of the Commission, alongwith the. Memorandum of 
Action taken thereon was laid on the Table of both the 
Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

5. Shri Samar Guha moved a motion in Lok Sabha on 3rd 

August, 1977 urging Government to set up a three-man 
Commission for conducting a fresh inquiry into the 
mystery of the disappearance of Netaji. The discussion 
on the motion was inconclusive. It was, however, found 
that the point raised by Shri Guha in his speech in the 
House had been fully examined in the Home Ministry in the 
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context of the Khosla Commission 1 s findings and no fr 
grounds requiring further investigation by a 
Commission had been advanced by him. The matter was, 
therefore, placed before the CCPA with the following 
proposals 


"The issue of Netaji's death and bringing of ashes 
to India is surcharged with emotion. We have 
already had two enquiries on the disappearance of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. It has already been 
accepted that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose died in 
the air crash on 18th August, 194$ at Taihoku. 
The Ministry of Home Affairs are, therefore, of 
the view that no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another enquiry or/by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might 
create unnecessary tensions." 

The CCPA approved the proposal on 27th February, 1991 and 
the matter was laid at rest. 

6. Since then, as mentioned earlier, the question of 

Netaji's mortal remains has assumed urgency. If no 
decision is taken by 1995, in which year the Bose Academy 
proposes to have the last memorial service, India may be 
asked by Renkoji temple to take charge of the urn 
containing the ashes whereby we may hpve no alternative 
but to stope them in our Mission in Tokyo. It would look 
most inappropriate if we decline to take charge of the 
ashes. , 

Views of MEA and IB 

7. The Ministry of Home Affairs has obtained the 

views of MEA and IB. IB's views are to the effect that 
it would not be advisable to take any initiative to bring 
back the ashes to India as there is no demand from any 
quarter for this. If the ashes are brought to India, the 
People of West Bengal are iikely to construe it as an 
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imposition on them of the official version of Netaji's 
death. 

8. MEA has suggested that in view of the wide-spread 

sentiments that Netaji's birth centenary in 1997 should 
be befittingly commemorated, the ashes should be brought 
back to India with due respect and honour. This action 
would form part of the full public recognition of his 
role and contribution to India's independence. MEA 
sugggested the following course of preparatory action:- 

i 

(i) Promotion of consensus in favour of burying 
the controversy and bringing back the ashes 
from Japan--respected public figures and 
others to be discreetly encouraged to make 
statements, including in Parliament, 

requesting the Government to bring back the 
ashes; or 

1 (ii) alternatively, establishment of a Committee 

to commemorate Netaji's birth centenary with 
participation of public figures of various 
political opinions, who would give the call 
for bringing back the late leader's ashes to 
India . 

Consideration of the Committee of Secretaries 


9. In view of what has been mentioned in foregoing 

1 

para 6, a decision will have to be taken soon. There 
seems to be no scope for doubt that . he died in the air 
crash of 18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. Government of 
India has already accepted this position. There is no 
evidence whatsoever to the contrary. If a few 

individuals/organisations have a different view, they 
seem to be' guided more by sentimentality rather than by 
any rational consideration. The belief of these people 
that Netaj'i was alive and out of contact with any Indian, 
but would appear when ( found necessary, has also lost 
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relevance by now. In view of the aforesaid facts/ 
Government of India will have to take a decision in 

principle. The strategy and the modalities could be 
worked out thereafter. 

10. The matter relating to the ashes of Netaji 
alongwith other connected issues was< therefore/ placed 
before the Committee of Secretaries. The directions of 
the Committee of Secretaries were sought on the following 
issue related to the ashes:- 

The birth centenary of Netaji is proposed to be 
celebrated in a big way in India in 1997. The 

Bose Academy in. Japan is insisting that the 

Government of India take possession of the mortal 

remains of Netaji. A decision has to be taken 
whether the ashes should be brought to India or 
stored in our Mission in Tokyo." , 

11. During the course of discussions/ the Committee of 
Secretaries observed that: 

(a) The Bose Academy had not issued an ultimatum 
regarding the handing over of the ashes but 
merely made a representation on the grounds 
that its members were rapidly aging and may 
not be able td discharge their present 
duties; and 

(b) the Government of India was paying for the 
upkeep of the mortal remains in Renkoji 
Temple and the management could be persuaded 
to continue with this, arrangement if the 
upkeep charges were increased. 

12. In view of the foregoing, the Committee of 

Secretaries arrived at the following conclusions:- 

"As regards the question of taking possession of 

I 
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the i ashes was concerned/ no particular advantage 
lay in taking a decision on this at this juncture 
since the birth centenary was due only in 1997. 
Therefore/ a view could taken in the matter in 
1996-97 and till such time status quo should be 
maintained. The temple management may be 
persuaded to continue with the upkeep of the ashes 
and/ if necessary,' the maintenance charges being 
paid to the temple may be suitably increased to 
meet the increased cost." 


13. Conclusions of the Committee of Secretaries were 

t 

placed before the Prime Minister for directions. The 
Prime Minister has desired that the Home Ministry bring a 
paper on the subject for the Cabinet's consideration. 
Accordingly, the matter is placed before the Cabinet for 
its consideration and directions on issues as examined at 
the foregoing paragraphs 9 to 12 and in particular on the 
following:- 

t 

(i) Whether the management of Renkoji Temple in 
Japan be persuaded ' to continue with the 
present arrangement, if necessary, with 
enhanced upkeep charges or the Government of 
India should take possession of the ashes of 
late Subhash Chandra Bose, now. 

(ii) In the event of Government of India deciding 
to take possession of the mortal remains, 
whether these could be brought to India or 
preserved in the Indian Mission in Tokyo. 

14. If a decision is taken to bring the ashes back to 

India, creation of a favourable public opinion will be a 
crucial step in the realisation of this objective. Some 
members of the Bose family, particularly Shri Amia Nath 
Bose, Netaji's nephew, and individuals like Prof. Samar 
Guha and members of the Forward Bloc are not reconciled 
to the fact that Netaji died in the air crash at Taihoku. 
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It would; therefore; be necessary to take the .members of 
Netaji's family into confidence in the first place by 
convincing them as to the genuineness of the ashes. It 
should then be easier to handle opposition from other 
quarters like the Forward Bloc. Netaji's wife and the 
only daughter are at present living in Angsburg, Germany. 
It is felt that they can best be approached through 
another nephew of Netaji; Dr.Sisir Bose. Shri Amia Nath 
Bose; the most vociferous sceptic of the air crash story; 
needs to be brought around by approaching at an 
appropriately high level. There is good chance that if 
reasonably approached; the family members may drop their 

opposition. The question of an appropriate memorial 

| 

involving the mortal remains shall also have to be 
addressed in due course. 

15. This issues with the approval of the Home 
Minister . 





( K . PADMANABHA I AH ) 
HOME SECRETARY 


F.No. I/12014/27/93-IS(D. Ill ) 
Ministry of Home Affairs 

2 FL3 1995 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
F. No. 1/12014/2 7/93- IS (D. Ill) 

STATEMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION. SCHEDULE 

Subject: Proposal to bring the mortal remains of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to India. 


Gist of decision required 


Projected benefits/results Time schedule or manner of 

implementations/reporting - to Cabinet 
Secretariat 


Whether the mortal 
remains of Netaji should 
be taken possession of 
and brought to India 
or the status quo 
should be maintained. 


To forestall a 
in the birth 
centenary year 


crisis 
of Netaji. 


To be decided as per directions 
of the Cabinet. 
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fa 1 *? : ftarftt TjaTT iRT ftTTT vT 3lftaftt ftf aTTPf % aTTa Hrft ftftftt JW4 


ftaiftt ftr Jiftaat ftr aa nYvft ft at? snaaftr ft Tar aaT ft 1 ftftr *{aaT 
ft fft ftra aranrftr ft aaaa ftarar , ftr 50# ya faftr % aaar tt 1995 ft jw 4 ft i 
ftr a^r ^rft jfrr Jit-nq Tarra* ftm arrftrifta ^rft ar taan - at ^ t 1 t? far? 
cTOT 19 9 7 ft ftaTftt ftf T=a ftrft ftt W % ft a fftt ftr <H l fer qt % ftft? ft WJT 

mfaTf ftr apft artra, aa aa avra'iftH** 311 w*ht ar ainr t^tt aa aar ft 1 ftarftr 
ftr 3 ifarq> ftr arra ft aift % art - ft area th+h tttt ftrf ttw a fa? aift % art - 
ft J ja ft j?tt % sranrfr % fttaftt tttt ^ a£ NaT ftr anrrfr ihttt anaat ft 
sarra aafta frar 1 afa tpj 1995 "ft ftrf tafta aft tam mar V ftr ftra a ar q fti 
arra % ftarftt % aiftaat qa arr jttt anftr ftr anr maftr t 1 aftaat ar wriara 

rft ft fa rr <rrqT amr * f>ra ftaa *ni? aV»ir 1 *rwt arft ft ft rr ft*^ - ft M<t 

l 

ftaT 3^nr Urn aftaat w foaT ara 1 

t 

tpyqtft : 

2 . ftarftt $r |hj ^ ara? any* *flrr ^ 1 ** T ^ [ ^ ^ 18 

3PTOT, 1 94 5 ftT arfftPJ ft Trf V* taaia yfcaT ft 1^ «fr, T4T 9T Strict 

am ftamft ft i*tt f^r : T cTHtot f 1 

1 

3 . 3tpt snaT # ata tt htj? wuwr ft mhT, 1 9 5 6 ft at? atuta ra^ia 

ait^ tmn? ■^ftrar ft ftf,r^r ft ftftftra ?tVh»riftqt m Tar frarm ar aft l 

ftfafa ft aft>ft anr aara ara, qbr ftra, jftarar ft aaaj #r Faoaao tftar, 
ftrara a Taftnn ^Vr a^r ft 3 lr T CT 51 ft 1 aMa ft 2: 1 ft araa 

ft a? taairiT w fft ftarftt ftr ^ u ama, 1945 ftr amft^ Jarrarat 

ft aa; Tama ^cai ft ifr irf ’ft 1 ’ft ftta tit Th m >4 ft aaraa ft ^ftr 

aftta 3 Ta?a?a ttaftf 1 aaia ftiftta ftr tftatt ftr ftt ^ta w ftr ft aanrfa 
ft ana ara atar aaT ta^ 3iftrata fraY^ aranr ft Tfttarr ar ftt ftr 1 
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4 * % toff TfY^r ft Yfftt fft ttt i ^mrfr % faroT frft ttot ftt ft 

7 iftw ftr flifqi? ftr ftqftT nft i fqt*Hq TR-fifa* T<ft % arftq; tttt ff 

ft FtF Vrft $r FtF *ft ftqft TV HTTfT FTFST ft Ojarf, 197 0 ft W q avff l q 
4)1 q'Pl faqr I <t5flf TOF i-ui^inq ft ftFT-fqfTq ipr sq i qufm Sfto^o 

rVfht ft "ftqrftr Tprrq w ftrq % toff *Yft ft ftftTFF qifr Trot ttot q ft - fafaq T 
3 r FtF qroft 3 trr ft=#rq ttofi v ftr tnrftr ftqY£ ftft" ^fn w i Fnftq ft ftftf, 
qftr, qrfftr, Mm^r, Fftform, FftMt fqqqniq Fft TTTTqrq qr fYtt fftqr aftr 2 2 a 
ffitT qtF *fr STqft fqftoft % 100 fftt *fr nifftH’ ftj 1 Fnftq % fto ftrr ftr 
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qf srftF qTTrrt sfrr thyi^ ftr qtq ftr qf tfr 1 srrqtq -nr ft t^ft ?ft ftarfr 
Tjrg 18 3 HTT 7 T, 1945 ftr ftls^ ft faRFT ^ftTOTT ft ft Iff tfr I ftfqftSTT % TF 
ftf'lf' FT fqFTT SW 3 frr TTT% fftTOnft FTF t^FTT I 3 TF/FT #T ftfrf, TO TT IT 

qf Frfqif ftftftY fiff qfirq 4 tot % fHt fffT ft 3 fFTPFT, 1974 ftr far ftr qf 


«fr 1 


5 - «St toft »jkt ft 3 Jrnror, 1977 ftr 7 ?tf thtt ft ff sro 4 ftrr faqr fsnrft 

j^rtft f tftt ft ftTTTftr ft »ii<jf ir> arrft ft tow ftr nv fqft ft fIf wrft ft ftrr iro 

fttq-qrrftTq qpftq qfsrq Frft % far ^tot m 1 tot 31 wq tt fqqrr-fqq^ qr *?rf 

qift ttV qrqr 1 witr, q? trt w V s ? qtqqi qrqVq % fawtf % ^ qqq 

^ ?it ^ttt qrrr qq^r qrror ft t^tf ff " 5 ^ ^ ft^T^q ft ^ w ft ^ ^ qf 

aftr qF sqqtq tttt fqq ft qHr ttottf qift % iTrqrqqqT 'ft ftqiqq ft farmr fltr 

3niqr4^ qqrqr 1 3jq: ftroritrftrq ywqt Ftror xnr mimhi ftrofttofttoFo ft tw TqT 

qqr •• 

1 

1 

"ftqnfr ftr aftr aiftsjqt mror HTft ft ftftftnr ^^1 qrjqqr ft ^ftq-jftq 

ft 1 Tqft ftqrftt T^qr? qqr fttq ft mqq ift qift ft ftft^tnr ‘Vi I tt qrft 
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ftt 7ft qtq qqqr ft ft 1 w qrft ft ft fft ftrqT w ft V<- ftqrftr ^ftf 
qqr qtq ftr ^7^ is shift, 1945 ftr ftfrft^ ft 1 unq ^ftcqr ft ftti 
qq: ijt ftqTTfq qr 'hronr ft srq rq sftr qlro qroft qr ftft qqq -n'ft 

qftqqt FTTH TTTft ft OTRW7 THTTF ftt ftn TT^q" I 

ftrofttotfYtf&ft 27 qqqft, 199 1 ft» 7?? vwq sr^ftttrq qq froiT sftr qiqar 
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6' 4n fa tt 4 nm tot 4, tt 4 irrtr 4r Tfa4l % 44r 4 bft di<«» i fa«» 

tt tt tot 4 i Tfa tfj 1995 tt>, T*ifa Ttr ttm4i tt Tfarr vtjtt 4tt 
T t4 tt flmr 4, 4rf fai<i h il fan >11111 4 eft < 4 -ii 2 »i« ai u ArfUiil 4 tfui 

TT *TTT FTT Tt 4 % faF VHd % TFT TT U+dt 4 TT ^fa4 4 faTT TTTTfpT gTTTTT 

4 s4 tt4 4 thttt mt ttt 4rf 3?rc farm - Tit fan i qfa ft Tfarfa fa 44 
4 4nT Tt 4 4 rit TT TTTT it TgTTfFT fan I 

7 - fafar 4 titt tot tttttt sgfr % fanr 


7T 4tmt 4 fair 4 tttt tot tttjttt ^jfr % fa tit bt<t far 4 i tt 

44t 4 ng^n sgfa tt nm 4 fa 3ifafat fa tut nrr tt 4 it itf ttt tttt 

farr Tit itrr fatfa Tit 4 4t Trfa Ttr Tit 4 ^rf t i far Tfarfa *4 tttt tttt 

TTTT 4 fa TT TTtTTT 4 fa fafaT fallT 4 far TT TT4 fa TT TT 4rrfa fa Jpg 

TT TTTTfr TTTT fan TOT 4 I 


8 - fatr 4rrar 4 gnn 4 fa wjimt iron# fa tot 4 w4 in? fa nj 

1997 4 4mfat fa t=t Jidi»fa TTgn tt 4 tot# ttf, fafafa *4 Tfatrr nTT-nror 
4 TPT TTTT TTTT HTTT TIT I 4 tT Tt 4 4 TTTfaT nfam 4TTTT 4 4 tt4t fa *[fm 

t TTcjf famr 4 far fafa 4 git nm t^4t i fafar ttttt 4 tnfafafar niffa* 
+l (qil TT fan '• 

jtJ fanr % ttt tt4 far ttttt 4 anfarqt 4r tttt tt4 4 far ttW 
4r nfan sr - ttttt 4 Tfahsr sqfarrt strr 3 ft TFngf srfafat 

4r 4 tt 4far Tnrt 4r 44 4 far yfanfar ^ttt far4 ttttt 

4 Jifarqt 4r tttt tt4 tt T^fnr fan nr; wn 

5t 8 fa T F T 4 TT 4 / ddltl 4t TT imfat TTT4 4 far FT Tfafa TT 

tot fan ttf, faT4 fa fan Trfaffar fayiiY 4 far nfar it, 
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4r no 4n4t it Tfarqt 4r tttt tttt ftt4 tt Tr^nr t4 i 


9 ’ 4r Tfafa 4 fane ; 
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ttt 4tt 6 4 (it Tfarfar 4, tt4t tr 4 tt4 tf 4nr it fafa fan 
TTFn i tt 4 4if 4fa Tit 4 fa tt4t is ttot, 1945 *4 4fs1^ 4 fanr 

^fan 4 irf >it 1 tttt ttttt 4 tt ttt it tf 4 it fafarr fair 4 1 Tfa nfarrt/4TOTt 
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# TTTT rf. I TT YtYt faTT TTTT t Yf R Y T# TtYt TTTT Y HTF TT# TT T=fr 
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jfaS tYt ttppY Y sifar ttY# # TtY ttY % YYr it Yrf wtrYrrT 
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Ttt TX TT tY t,‘ TTT 

5tJ TTTT TTTTT Yt## tY-TT Y YdUMM TT# 3fltTTY # #TTTY % 

YtF JJTdH TT" T# t TTT tYT 7tY 3FjT?PT MTU <4 <J I Y<4 V TT# 

Yt TTY yYTT # TT °TTTTT # TtfY wY % YrTT TT# Y<KII TT 
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V #f YtYt ttt t# t RltT; YmYt # ^ft ttf# 1997 Y 

V I TT: tt TTTY Y TT Yt#T 1996-97 Y YeFTT TT TTTTT 
t TTT TT TTT TT> TTTYTYT TTTTTT T# TT TT#T t I Tt#T 

ttYtt Y stjtYt Yttt tt tttt t Yt Y tYttY tt st^ttt tt# 
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13* " i *• '’i ftr Ffafa % fa *<*>4 hfh ^fat F«i<m % ftf fa int % far yrgn 

far ft ft i inrPT fttr f^ttf ft ttf sftt ftr ft fa ijt afar 4 fa T faf r % faFTrrft 

TT fafF TT TT hV BTrpT FT | TTT^JFTT, fTfjft TFJtftr 9 ft | 2 ft FFT TT $ 
Ftft FT appit rTOT tFtfT dtr TT fa*FfafaF TT 4tT»hnT % faFt'Tfft TFT faint % 
far TT FPfft Ft ftfaftTFf ft T^JT TFT TTFT ft I 
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■ ftr aiifa q| fttt ft ftftt Fifari 
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FforFft, Fftftt ft TT T^t ft I FT FfTfJF ?ftFT FFT ft tF? TTft ftffT^t ft TT 3FF Ffftft 
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fad lFI TT FFFT ft I TF TTF ft TF^FT FFFT ft ?ft F?T TfafF TT ft FFft TtTFTT 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
Joint Secretary( AP) ' s Office 


P.M.O. may please refer to. MEA U.O. No. 2927- 
^■^JS( AP) /94 dated 22 August 1994 and also their U.O. 
ote No . 870/ll/P/10/93-Pol dated 9th August, 1994 
regarding Netaji. 




2. Foreign Secretary has directed that a copy of 
the note below be forwarded to PMO along with a 
copy of letter No . T0K/102/2/92 dated 27 September, 
1994 and its enclosure, received from our 
Ambassador in Tokyo, for information and record. 

. 

( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary (AP) 


Ms Sujata Mehta, Director(PMO) 

MEA U.O. No. 'W'|u|nC’,o 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(Asia Pacific Division) 

f 


A credible and Detailed explanation from 
Japanese authorities as to why the cremation 
certificate was not in Netaji's name is necessary. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 

There is no information on this issue available 
in the records. However, two enquiry committees in 
1956 (Shah Nawaz) and 1970 (Khosla) examained a large 
number of files and 224 witnesses (including 100 
abroad) and came to the conclusion that Netaji died in 
the air crash at Taihoku on 18th August, 1945. The 
Cabinet considered this report and accepted the 
finding. The report of the Khosla Commission alongwith 
Memorandum of Action Taken, was laid on Table of both 
Houses of Parliament on 3rd September, 1974. 

2. Report of investigation carried out by Japanese 
Government in 1956 according to which the death of 
Netaji was confirmed and the report was handed over to 
the Indian Government a copy of which exists in files 
at both the Ministry of External Affairs and in the 
Indian Embassy, Tokyo. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 

This report is not available among the records 
available with the Ministry of External Affairs. Our 
Mission in Tokyo has also been approached who have also 
been requested to confirm if they possess a copy of 
this report. < 

3. To obtain from Russian authorities, information 
that Netaji never visited Soviet Union after August 18, 
1945 if this is indeed the case. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records 


The Russian Federtaion vide its note No.2/YUA 
dated January 8, 1992 addressed to the Embassy of 
India, Moscow, has confirmed in reply to Embassy of 
India Moscow's Note Verbale of September 16, 1991 to 
the Russian Government, that as per the records 
available in the Central' and Republican Archives, there 
is no information about the stay of the former 
President of Indian National Congress, Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose in Soviet Union in 1945 and after that. 



- ? - 


4. A clarification is required from the British 
Government on its stand until at least the late 
1940's that Netaji did not die in the plane crash. 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray ) 

Position as per our records. 

i 

There is nothing in records available with us 

i 

5. To subject the urn containing the ashes of 
Netaji into a simple X-ray in order to determine the 
reported gold plated tooth pertaining to Netaji 
lying in the urn. In order to establish the 
genuineness the ashes kept at Renkoji Temple, 
Japan . 

(Contention of Shri Ashish Ray.) 

Position as per our records. 

i 

C.I. C. (Figgess) Report dated 29.9.45. 

No Mention. 

C.S.D.I.C. Report No. 1156 dt. 31.12.45 

On August 23, 1945, B. 1269 in the Company of 
the cleric and staff major and 3 or 4 other 
. Japanese visited the crematorium when the ashes of 
Bose were collected and placed in a wooden box 
specially made for the purpose, B. 1269 was shown 
a small piece of gold among the ashes which he 
believes was part of one of Bose's gold teeth. The 
box containing the ashes was then taken to a 
Japanese temple in the city, where a religious 
ceremony was again performed by the cleric. 

Before S.N. Khan Committee on 6.4.56 

"On the morning of August 21, 1945, I went to 
the crematorium accpmpanied by two or three 
Japanese including the civilian and opened the lock 
of the incinerator with key which was with me. I 
was present and I saw the ashes of Netaji' s body 
inside it. We had a wooden urn to collect the 
ashes. We collected some ashes from the head side, 
nearest to the door, and placed them in the urn. I 
remember distinctly that a little piece of gold, 
which was from the filling of one of Netaji 's teeth 
was removed and placed in the urn? 

9 _ _ j 

While no X-ray of the urn has so far been 
conducted and no records therefore exist, the 
discrepancy in the date mentioned in the statement 
of Col. Rahman in CSDIC report and in Shah Nawaz 
Committee Report under this heading (as reproduced 


above) may also be noted which refers to dates 
being mentioned as divergent as August 23, 1945 and 
August 21, 1945. 

6. To the option of irreversible judgement from 
the Supreme Court authorising return of the ashes, 
there is already a case before the Chief Justice 
pertaining how Netaji could have been given the 
Bharat Ratna posthumously.' There are no records 
which deal with the suggestion of seeking an 
irreversible decision from Supreme > Court 
authorising return of the ashes. Records are 
however available pertaining to an objection filed 
in Calcutta High Court challenging the declaration 
of Bharat Ratna Award given posthumously. It may, 
however, be also noted here (file C/551/12/93-JP) 
that GOI has revoked its decision to confer Bharat 
Ratna on Netaji in January 1994. 

7. CCPA approved on 27th February, 1991 proposal 
of MHA that "no useful purpose would be served by 
holding yet another inquiry or by bri n ging the 
ashes back to India at present as this might create 

unnecessary tensions." 


JS(PMO) in his Note on 24.8.1992 stated "PM 
agrees that the inquiry into the question of 
whether Netaji is dead or alive or the 
circumstances of his disappearance, need not be re- 

opened" . 

Above reiterated in PMO letter of 15.12.92 
that "circumstances of Netaji 's disappearance need 
not be re-opened." 



ambassador 


No. 






Embassy of India, 

2-11, KudanMinami 2-chnme, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN DEM B J 
Phone: 03(3262)239 1 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 


September 27, 1994 



Dear Ran jit, 


Kindly refer to your letter 
JS( AP) / 9 4 dated September 16, 1994 

Netaji's death. 


No. 3379- IpA 
regarding I ' 


In response to a query by the Embassy to the 
Gaimusho, the latter sent a letter dated July 24, 
1956 informing that the cremation permit in the 
name of Mr. Okura is believed to be that of Mr. 
Subhash Chandra Bose. A copy of Gaimusho' s letter 
dated July 24, 1956, as well as a copy of the death 
certificate of Mr. Ichiro Okura, is enclosed. 




Yours sincerely, 

P 

( Prakash Shah ) 




Shri R.S. Kalha 
Joint Secretary (AP) 

Ministry of External Affairs 


NEW DELHI 
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July 24, 1956 


Dear Mr. Dar, >/ ■'V' 

With reference to your letter NO. F.5(1)NG0-I 

i 

of May 30th, 1956, and my letter dated June 14th, 

1956, I wish to inform you that the following 
reply has been received from Mr. K. Horiuchi, 

Ambassador of Japan at Taipei, to our enquiry made 
on this matter: 

a 0 

1. "Doctor's Report" and "Police Report" as 
mentioned in Mr. Dar's letter could not be 
traced at Taipei in spite of all efforts. 

2. As to "Cremation Permit" a certified copy 
of the original document on cremation permit 
which is heldby the Bureau of Health and Hygiene 
Taipei Municipal Office, could be obtained. 

The document mentions the^name of ICHIRO OKURA 
as the deceased and that of TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI 
as the applicant. Since the death of Mr. 

Subhas Chandra Bose was kept strictly confidential 
at that time, it is believed that this 
cremation permit on ICHIRO - OKURA must correspond 
to the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Therefore, I wish to enclose herewith the 

above-mentioned copy of "Cremation Permit" together 

with its translation in English. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- Hisaji Hattori 

Chief of 4th Section 
Asian Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr. A.K.Dar, 
First Secretary, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 





Examined and authenticated by - 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


SEAL. 


\ 

Sd/- Yasutoru Asahina *' 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
(Archives Section). 


It is certified that the above statement, abstracted 
from the original document on cremation permit, 
is correct and true. 



ily 14, 1956. 


Bureau of Health & Hygiene, » 

Taipei Municipal Office. (Sealed) 



•> 



/ 







TOP SECRET 


/ 

R.S. Kalha, 

Joint Secretary (AP) 


no. 


?rf fesfft 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

o > 1 y 

14 November, 1994 



My dear 


letter No. 
2nd November, 
a letter to the 
1994 and in his 


SU Pi 

' b 

lC 1 / 

/* / Please refer to your 
lf/12014/27/93/27/93-IS-D. Ill dated 
1994. Shri Ashish Ray had written 
Foreign Secretary on 7th September, 
letter he had stated that a report exists in files of 
the Indian Embassy in Tokyo and Ministry of External 
Affairs that in 1956, the Japanese Government 
investigated and confirmed Netaji’s death following 
the crash. We made a reference to our Ambassador on 
16th September, 1994 seeking information on whether 
such a report existed on the files of our Embassy in 
Tokyo. 


•i 


2. Our Ambassador responded vide his letter No. 
TOK/102/2/92 dated 27th September, 1994, a copy of 
which, along with its enclosure of 24 July, 1956, was 
forwarded to you vide my letter No . 3902-JS( AP) /94 
dated 24 October, 1994. This is all the information 
that we have from our Embassy, in Tokyo on this point 
raised by Shri Ashish Ray. 



Shri C. Phunsog, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 
New Delhi. 




Yours sincerely, 

C.UL/OV'v 
( R.S. Kalha ) 



C. PHUNSOG 


lUr 5>OKtl 

D.O.No . I / 12014/ 27/9 3-IS-D. 1 1 I 



-?S 


WTrf TOR 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 


JOINT SECRETARY 'V 

(Tele. No. 3010648) 


'V x '/?y / 


(9 


nw h^thm 

MINISTRY C OF HOME AFFAIRS 
New Delhi-110001 
November 2* 1994 


Dear Shri Kalha* 



This is farther to this Ministry's U.O.No. 
1/ 12014/27/9 3— IS ( D - II I ) dated 21st October * 1994 on the subject 

of 'mortal remains or Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose' and with 
reference to your D.O. No.3902/JS( AP)/94 dated 24th October* 
1994 enclosing the copy of a letter from our Ambassador in 

Tokyo. 

2. Shri Ashish C. Ray* a grand nephew of Netaji* has 

written a letter fo the Principal Secreary to Prime Minister* a 
copy of which has been sent to Foreign Secretary vide Prime 
Minister's Office U.O.No., 870/ 11/P/ 10/93-POL dated 09.08.1994 
for appropriate action. Shri Ray has mentioned in the Memo 
enclosed with his letter that the Japanese Government had 
submitted a report to the Govt, of India in 1956 confirming 
Netaji 's death following the air crash. It is a copy of this 

report which we need for preparation of the Cabinet Note* 

Iwhich may kindly be sent as soon as possible. 

3. In this connection, you may also recall our telephonic 
converstaion of this morning. 



Yours sincerely* 




( C. Phunsog ) 


Shri R .S. Kalha * 

Joint Secretary (AP)* 
Ministry of External Affairs* 
NEW DELHI. 







C&fryrto . i/£ 




TOP SECRET 


No. 1/1 2014/27/93- IS. D. Ill 

»r . 




NILIMA JAUHARI 
DIRECTOR ( IS. I) 


fTDT S*TR?, f^fT-^ooo? 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
/ c ; . GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

V NORTH BLOCK. NEW DELHI-110001 

Dated the 25th October, 1994. 





Dear .Shri Kalha, 




V 

^ r 


V 


Please 1 refer to your 

d.o.No.3902/JS( AP)/94 dated 24th October, 1994 
regarding the report of the. Japanese Government on 
the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

2. In this regard it is requested that a 

copy of the detailed report which is satd to have 

Japan 



been made available by the 
MEA on the above, issue 
available to this Ministry 


Government of 
may kindly 
urgently . 


be 


to 
made 


Yours sincerely, 

(NILIMA JAUHARI) 


Shri R.S. Kalha, 

Joint Secretary ( AP ) , 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
NEW DELHI. 


A' 





T- 2j - 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

(IS-I DIVISION) 

* * * * 





Mortal remains of NetajiSubash 
Chandra Bose. 


Ministry of Home Affairs is in the process of 
preparing a Cabinet Note on the subject of the mortal 
remains of Netaji kept at the Rinkoji Temple in Japan. 
In this connection t a copy of the Japanese Government 
Report on the Death of Netaji which is stated to be 
available in MEA is required urgently. MEA is requested 
to make a copy available immediately. 


(C. PHUNSOG ) 

\ L^cu^ JOINT SECRETARY( IS-I ) 

IW«-7 ' 21. 10. 1994 




*** *t*u> 


N 0 . 25 / 4 /NGO-V 01 .III 



3TR flPvT 

fi 

ADDITIONAL SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 

October 28, 1994 


My dear 



I 


Please refer' to your D.O. no. 69-2/94NM dated 
October 5., 1994 regarding Netaji's treasure boxes. 


2. From our records it appears that a detailed 
note on this subject was forwarded to Dr N.R. Banerjee, 
the then Director, National Museum, under cover of our 
U.O. No. 25/4/ NGO-Vol . I I I dated December 21, 1978. 


3. 

again . 


A copy of the same is forwarded herewith once 


Iv^vlUr V< — 



Yours sincerely, 



(ISHRAT AZIZ) 


Shri Ashok Vajpeyi, 
Joint Secretary & 
Director General , 
National Museum. 


m 

to// 


Fncl : as above . 



24th September, 195 1 toy Shri Ram Murthy, one of Retail' s 

1 ‘ • : ‘ ' •• • > - • * • ‘Vv v V 'W **). ■; *-m '•.-/* ¥■ 

»' v f ' ( . c' 

former associates. Netaji had received sizeable donations 

‘ ) . ■ *-> - -:V ; « 

> , y ■**•*. *J* , 1 ■ 

from Indian residents in South East 'Asia, in the -form .of cash"/ ^ v 

■ - • - ■ ' - ...v , 

and valuables for financing the INA. On the occasion of his 

. . 7 

(. y "•’vp • * it 

birthday in January 1945 he. was weighed against- gold. , How much 


of the liquid .assets were carried by .Netaji during his retreat^ j 

v ' v ^ * ' . • > Jy / 

from Rangqon onwards cannot be ascertained precisely, as was ’Y 

... ; % ■' ■' ' ■ - ■ ' ‘ TJ- 1 

noted by the Netaji Enquiry Committee in 1956. Witnesses . r 

..... ' • 

examined by the Committee gave widely differing versions of the , S. 

'* -t; , •••• ' . • . SrJ, *:*■: , 

contents and the value of the treasure carried by Netaji. 

-•■■••••• •• /• •/' 

Apart from differing versions with regard to the number of bexes^ 1 

- v " tv - ^ ' ; ' . * •'•'•••••• ■: 

accompanying him, there was the testimony of one witness to-* s ,; * Y 

• • • • • • • " - ' > 


N 


the effect that Neti 


■ 


aji had taken 140 lbs. of gddL with him «. and 

■ Y‘ ■: '■ ' : r’" ' ffl 

that of another who estimated the valuables carried at Rs.1 crorer 1 

I, ' M ifa 

One witness whose testimony received some independent carrobora- 

• •• > t 

tion by a Japanese witness was Netaji’ s personal valet who was 

x- * ' 

apparently present at the time when the boxes containing the ' $a 

. -■ , • •. 

valuables were checked before Netaji* s departure from Bangkok 

• - « Avl 

' ' . . » '7 ’wj 

in August 194-5* According to, this witness there were four steel 0 

. i t . • ..;ij 

, J 

cases which contained articles of jewellery commonly warn, by • 1 

Indian women, Pounds and Guineas and seme gold wires. In \ 

*»’ ■ y 

addition to these, four boxes, there was also a small leather 

' . • . . ' Y ' 2/- 


iV 


rsonal 
fects and 
tain other 
luable-j 

*, • f * y 



lit 



- 2^ - 


I 


A 



attach© case containing Netaji* s/articles he had brought from < 

‘ Singapore, The Metaji Enquiry Committee found that during hi a 

** * * i * v •* » ‘ •: • • - ^ 

; , • ^ • • i 

last visit to, Singapore 

V - - • ' .;*• 

amounts. The Committee 


of vhat Netaji carried 


.V-- 


from Bangkok but contended that 

.* ' - . * . . V * 

• • * / • • » • . it • • * , • * . ; 

vere certainly carried by him 


l with him at the time of .his departure 

... \. f y ■ ' , ■ i/£i 


difficult to reconstruct the events 

in 

been destroyed to pvoid falling/to 


witness had testified 



that Netaji was not keen on taking the ' 
treasure with him and had wanted to. leave/in / Bangkok or Saigon 

'WitvJ- •/' ' ■ V ' 

but since none vas willing to take charge of it 9 he carried, the ;< 

valuables with him, . • > ■ V 

■ 

2, A number of yintnesses had testified to seeing the boxes 

containing the. treasure at the Saigon Airfield Just before yy- 

* \ ' ■ ‘ * ' ; ’ ' . - y . •; - 

Netaji' s outward flight in the afternoon of 17th August 19^5,, / - 

• . . : . vi.. * • • ' % * :*• £ r, •-* ' * * v r*.t 04 ^ £* • ’ / 

While, here, again there are widely differing versions, the f; 
Committee has taken as conclusive the fact that Netaji* carried ;-v£ « 

from Saigon with him "two large leather suit-cases about 30" <X,* ' 

■ 

long containing gold and valuables, n While the committee could 

not get any estimates of the value of the contents of the suit- ' if 

. 

cases, the feeling was that it 


Lt could not by- any where near 'the 

- v * •*’ * - . 1 * v / 

witness, / ' r ; ; (:■*?££■* l - ..•/*:• * ; 

v * ' f h * ' 


Rs.1 crore mentioned by one witne 

• v • • • v 

3 . After the plane crash at Talhoku on the 18th August, 

' ■ . * 1 V * ' ‘ 

. x . 

Col.Hgabibur Rahman had enquired tht next day from Japanese / ‘ VV 
officers as to what had happened to the baggage, particularly 

' ’ ' ' ■ • '. 1 h .^i’V 

the two leather suit-cases containing valuables. He vas tdd» \.l 

* r . ‘ 1 O 

, , • f . i ir *-; * 

that, while much of the baggage had been burnt, some charred 

' - r- iTy 

Jewellery had been salvaged from the ground and kept in safe 




*»• * 


custody at the Military Headquarters, The Committee found that 

<r • * * 

•••'•• 3 ^ 




i 





. \ 


oughly 


3 - 


I 


\ 



there vas some discrepancy in the accounts given by the JapaQOtfe 
officers vho took part in this operation; while one of them stated' 
that the valuables) which vere sealed in a gasoline can, had been ,? 

. kept 

-> . ? 1 
y r 

• delivery 

■it had been kept for four or five days in the°air~raid shelter 

■ V. • • . ^ 

* « * J • • J , .«*w 

under 




•certain 

General. Headquarters , Tokyo, on 7th September, ' Off 1 cere" ft* 

' • . ‘ ** * *i •* * * * * * • *» » v’ * / < ^ r * * 

vho took charge of these as well as Col.Habibur Bahman mentioned 

v v , . . . ‘ . 

that the valuables were in a nailed wooden box which' was not ’UitfZ*', 
sealfcd; this is a' departure from the earlier accounts vhich ’ * - ■] 

• vv - , - /;-• i,<: - ;• '• ■■ 

mentioned a sealed gaseoline can. It vould appear that on‘9th'/,’ (. 
or 10th September the box containing valuables vas taken charge/// 

of by Shri RamMurthy from the Imperial' General Headquarters 

. ? : ft 7 *•’ 

Shri Ayer vas possibly present. The Committee -tipund some A 

l . ♦ V 

* * % j.. * * • -«* . ^ 

, discrepancy’ in. the statements of Bol.Habtbur Rahman, Shri Ram 

h. Murthy and Shri Ayer in regard to the- circumstances surrounding 

■ - ■•••• ■ •- .. »■ ■ Vv v .. , . , • ; ..:• • • r-T l >; - ; 

.. . . , -i ‘ i-ul js 4 _ r_ Li 



of the box. -'According to Col.Habibur Rahman, the seals of.- the 

• j ; • •; , .. ' ; *,/ •; 

' box. containing the valuables vere found to be broken at the time ;;' 
/ of delivery: further it appeared to have been tampered vith and£ v 
vas much lighter and only half. full/ The contents were found 

; ' 1 •• ' , . yjfr : 

«. to be ornaments of .fold and jewellery, all charred, mixed and ? 

j K 

fused with metals and small nits from the wreckage." They; were 

• ; tt ' ' • *, • * * J 

/ separated into three lots according to whether they contained 

' •* 

more gold or base metal. Afterwards, they were -re -packed in a "• V; 

' ' j * • - 1 . ' 

box and nailed. The vight of the valuables vas found to b 

V- 


rt -4 * 


j * , v- . 

/charge of ^ 
Shri Bam '7 
Mur thy to be 
handed over 
to any 7 ". 



| 


V 




. \ 



11 kgs* This was noted and a rough list was made and signed 


by Col.Habibur Rahman. _ A photocopy of the note is available*. - 



and wooden boxes 


- • \-tWQ 


• • • 


7 Kg. 900 gm «•>:.?> ' 


ii)0ne packet of gold mixed’ , \r4t^ht. 
molten metal, iron etc. (weight 
<■ includes weight of gold, metal 

iron etc. the paper wrapper) ... 1 3 Kg s . 1 0 0 'gms . 

■ 


. 


■ - ; - 

Total Kgs*" .V 

. s, v 1 v -' - ^ - ■ ■ . • ♦ 

% ■■■ 11 ■ — — 1 1 ^^— —— — — 

I ' * • ■ HLp .* < v 

4. Shri Ram Murthy kept the valuables and cash with' him - : 

.7 from 194-5. to 1951 * it was not kept in a bank as he feared that 

• - 1 1 ' ' * ' " ' ■ ■ ’ ■ : . • ■ 

it might be confiscated by the Occupation authorities^^ He ’ V 


also did not take any steps to contact any Indian authorities w 

• ' • • • • 1 Vi ' > ; ■ 1 y. ' 

_ __ _ " 1 * 

during all these 


that he denied having 
<^Shri 
action 



Ram Murthy, Shri Ayer had advised him not to take, any 

. 

>n till the connected matters of Netaji's ases was 


y • ' 


• ev , _ r . . t * •*' 

satisfactorily solved. During this period there were allegation) 

* • .. •• * 7 * * • * ' . • ' . * .!•*. yi/ti'y'f •- 

against Shri Ram Murthy in regard to misappropriation of the 
funds of the late Indian Independcence ’ League -of which he was 1 , 


the President in Japan as well as the valuables carried *by c ' : 0. 

- * V*.* - * 

Netaji: Shri Ayer's name had also been associated with these- 
charges « 


.... x 1 . 

The matter had been referred to the Ministry of 

f 1 * *4 iW^fCci 




External Affairs by the then Head of the Liaison Mission in y..\ 

* a.- 


* 5 

/ 


Tokyo Shri_Rama Hao in December 194-7 



c.v 


Missions had also reported on suspicions regarding misapproprial 

i ^ - * 4 ■ . • < * 

ion on the part of Shri Rama Murthy; -the /fact that he. had 4**^ 

knowledge of existence, of- thes /treasurer only strengthened; the %&* 

■ X • ; 
suspicions* .In 1951 1 the Head of theilndian Liaison MissionW; 



5* In 1951 r Shri Ayer who was then Director of PubBbity 

. Vy>/, ' SiVfi* f 

in the then Government of Bombay proceeded to Tokyo oniwhat.was 

“V r »• •- V.. A, ■ • - . 


claimed to be a holiday, trip. 'lln Tokyo v he « stayed with, Shri 


Ram Murthy and it came to light subsequently that Shri .'Ham Murtb 


* ,1 • 


had also financed Shri Ayer's trip. While in Tokyo, Shri Ayer 
: s. met the Head of the Indian Liaison Mission .Shri *Chettur J on 29th 

' * * :• v : • • , ■ y ('J ~ £ ’ • 1 < > 

May 1951 and stated that one of the objectives of, his 'Mission' 

« • • . , • / ' . * . '• ■ '•:* r/i; ■ 

r 'to Tokyo was the recovery of the gold and Jewellery (which had 

# - f , r ' . * V. ... .A 'J* 1 i #■ 

, been collected from the place in which Hetaji met his death*!. 

/ • • ■' 'Jffi 

He informed Shri Qiettur that some part of Netaji's collections 

• ■■ ' . ■ - 

had been saved such as fused and molten gold ornaments *‘ which /y 

■ "•••• 

in his tpinion was worth about Rs.1 lakh. 7 He dismissed local 

- ■' • • : 

/Mtvt -r Tinif wnl no rvT f ho a a! 1 a ^ An mawam «m4 11 4 a 4* 


, rumours put the value of the collection at several millions' of 

• . . • ■■ 

1 • 9 


y- rupees* He also informed Shri Chettur that Col.Habibur Rahman 

. . , • •- ' 1 V.. ». '• ■ 3 1 ' . * ■'* ’ • , 

and himself r had compiled. a detailed list of the items in 194-5 1 

— . ' • . .j • f i f r '' 

■ and he wanted to check these lists before the valuables could be 

‘ T « 0 f » ■ • * 

sent to India; he handed over tOj Shri Chettur photostats copies 

' ■ . r ■ 'a*.. 


^at the time r : . ' • . v ; v 

•hen the valu- of letters bitten by Col.Habibur Rahman and by himself to Z/r 

Dies, some gold ’ ' « . y 

a.nd Yen 20000/- Shri Ram MurthyZin 194-5* Me suggested that the valuables be sen 

lad been left • - * 

Lth Shri Ram to Delhi by Diplomatic bag in small lots to be disposed of fe frf * 

Murthy 

•( by the government of India in such a manner as it deemed fit* 

. 


* / 


, 6 /- 


:V. 


' / *J 



inspected the valuables on 6th June 1951 while in Tokyo, and 
compared the list vith the original, list left, by jCol.Hahibur.i *^^:! 


Rahman. The following 

•• ' 

note by by him 





ir i t * 
4.* V 


6* 


• ’■ •<* 


Total ■ '♦ • • • 11 kgs • v < '• v 

. ; - . . 

»* * . ' * ;V 

.that there vas no mention; Tx.^' *_ j 

, # .> ' *. 

' . J “ i • • ■ . ‘ *; y , a > - J 

, Pj . A , - • _ ^ z\/ ■ >.*\f 4> 


It is interesting to note ,1 


in the new list of two wooden boxes, whose l wieght had also 

. V- \ « » • ' ( * *.y j-f . J 

included in the weight as. assessed by, Col.Habibur Rahman. If -• 

one takes this into account, the lerease in weight during Second *■ 

^ •' •. : 1 ■ v y ' \ ;• •; ':*•• 

weighing by Shri Ayer would be even more substantial. / .••! 

' ; • »' .v'V< • 5 


h 


x. 


d 


• * 

;.X'V 


7. Shri Chettur was instructed by the Governnent of IndiaS¥i#$i 

«... f i ♦ ‘ * >*•» 

i * * 2 ® .. ‘ 7 * j 

to take over the valuables should Shri Ayer hand, them over toH . V; 

■- /; . • • ' ’ '• ‘ • - • •',»'( ■ V, ,1 

- •• 1 "'‘A:. - » 

the Mission. Subsequently, instructions were sent but to the,? * H.3 

. '.' V ■ • i 

effect that the Mission* e endeavour should be to get possession? i 

’ - •• vv • . • • • ' . ' • iv -i* ■ ' 

of fill the treasure on behalf of Government and to kdep it in H.ll 

- : i i w v 

’ saiffe custody penfling instructions in its disposal.. However, 

*r : ' . 

• # « * * * # i ■ ’ 1 ** '.j^t » 4 ,4 

AShri Ayer did not hand over the treasure to the Mission during 

s :T, : • . , 


his visit and left Tokyo for India on 11th June, 195 1 * 


On his beturn to India, Shri Ayer met the Prime Minister 

- . v > . > « . i 

* * . '*• .. 4 

in September, 1951* Subsequently, instructions frcra Prime 
Minister, our Mission in Tokyo was asked on 23 rd September, vl 951 $$$: 
to take over from Shri Ram Murthy all the INA treasure in hisi' 

( vj 

possession and keep it in the Mission until further instructions* 

• . . •• *v/-« 

7 /- • 


V/ • 


8 . 


/ A 


V 


The Mission vas also asked to intimate the nature and quantl 

Vw 

of ^treasure. On 24th September 1951 , the First Secretary of the 




Mission Shri V.C.Trivedi and the Begistrar vent to Shri Ram Murthy's 
house and took possession of the various packages after opening 
and weighing them with the Mission's scales in, the presence 

~ ' * 7 

Shri Ram Murthy and his wife* It was found that there 
were three cloth bundles containing valuable s 9 a paper package 
containing gold pieces and Xen 20,000 in cash* The list prepared 

' . . y * • *' . ~ 'J' 

by the Mission indicating the weights of various packages vas ; sent 
to the Ministry* Subsequently, there is record of the valuables J 
having been weighed twice; one in the Ministry of External Affairs 
soon after their arrival in India (the date is not specified but 

it is somewhere around 1.12*1952) and lastly in the National 

/ * * ' • 

Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 9*10*78. The following 



table has been prepared to compare 

the weights of individual items 

< 

as found on 

% 

the three occasions: - 


i ' * 

, • 1 

* 

* * \ v 

Weight indic- 

Weight found 

ft 

Weight found 



ated by Indian 

on inspection 

on inspection \ 

* 

0 + 


Mission in Tokyo 
at the time of 
taking over 
(24.9.19511 

in MEA after 
arrival 

^ (1.12.1952)? 

on 9.10;78 

•* j 

• 

\ 

3UNDLE I 

Package 1 

*f» i *i 

400 gms. 

399.90 gms. 

• • • ' | 

389.5 gms, 

3.05^ Kgs. 


Package 2 

2 Kgs. 560 gms 

2 Kgs. 447* 07 gms 

„ r 

Package 3 

325 gms 

315.70 gms 

318 gms. 


Package 4 

325 gms 

3l4.60 gms 

318 gms 


Package 5 

700 gms 

624.32 gms 

628 gms 


Package 6 

1 kg. 700 gms 1 

1 kg. 643. 65 gms 

1656.5 gms 


Package 7 

825 gms 

797.05 gms 

812 gms 

425.0 gms 


Package 8 

425 gms ./ 

424.75 gms 


Package 9 

320 gms 

303.55 gms 

415. 55 gms 

307.5 gms 


Package 10 

425 gms 

419.7 gms 


Package 11 

105 gme 

108.95 gms 

101 gms 


Package 12 

200 gms 

201 • 55 gms 

205.0 gms 


Pabkage 13 

50 gms 

44.22 gms 

46 gms - 

IUNDLE II 

Package 14 

50 gms 

3,500t^gs. ' 

48.05 gms 

50.5 gms* 



3*442 gms 

3.493»‘2 gms 


Aver 1 s let 
•Nine pieces 

1 ,600 kgs ) • • 

. , 

of 

Not weighed 

9665 grins . 

1 


gold 30° Ems 298.75 gms 


r 


300.05 gms 

.. 8 /- 


I 


/ - 5* 

\ / r 

The Mission was also asked to intimate the nature and quantity 

vw 6-1 

of ^treasure. On 24th September 1951 , the First Secretary of thi 

Mission Shri V.C.Trivedi and the Registrar vent to Shri Ram Muri 
house and took possession of the various packages after opening 

and weighing them with the Mission's scales in, the presence of.i 

■ , • ■ < • - > * ■> ■ 

' J • y 

Shri Ram Mur t hy t s-witfe and his wife* It was found that- there 

* : ’« , ' *•*%• •* , » ' * 

were three cloth bundles containing valuables f a paper, package 

containing gold pieces and Xen 20,000 in cash* The list prepar 

' * <*« < • / •* 

— • 

by the Mission indicating the weights of various packages was. a 

{ ’ • ‘ ' .* ♦ < 4 
to the Ministry. Subsequently, there is record of the valuable 

having been weighed tvdce; one in the Ministry of External Affe 

soon after their arrival in India (the date is not specified bu 

i * < 

it is somewhere around 1.12.1952) and lastly in the National 

1 / < ,J 

t 

Museum on instructions of Prime Minister on 9*10.78. The folic 
table has been prepared to compare the weights of individual il 

’ i • 

as found on the three occasions:- 1 


BUNDLE I 


BUNDLE XI 


\. 

Weight indic- 

Weight found 

Weight f< 


ated by Indian 

on inspection 

, on lnspec 


Mission in Tokyo 

in MEA after 

on 9.10;' 


at the time of 

arrival 

m 

. 


taking over 


t 


(24.9.1951) 

^ (1.12.1952)?. 

* t 

Package 1 

400 gms. 


399.90 gms. 

'a * 

389.5 gm: 

Package 2 

2 Kgs. 560 

gms 

2 Kgs. 447. 07 gms 

3.054 Kg 

Package 3 

325 gms 


315.70 gms 

318 gms. 

Package 4 

325 gms 

• 

314.60 gms 

318 gms 

Package 5 

700 gms 

t # 

624.32 gms 

628 gms 

Package 6 

1 kg. 700 

gms 

1 kg. 643. 65 gms 

' 1656. 5 g 

Package 7 

825 gms 


797.05 gms 

812 gms 

Package 8 

425 gms 

{ 

424.75 gms 

425*6 gm 

Package 9 

320 gms 


303.55 gms 

307.5 gm 

Package 10 

*4-25 gms , 


415*55 gms 

419.7 gm 

Package 11 

105 gms 


108.95 gms 

101 gms 

Package 12 

200 gms 


201.55 gms 

205.0 gm 

Pabkage 1 3 

50 gms 


44.22 gms . 

46 gms 

Package 14 

50 gms 


48.05 gms 

50.5 gms 

* • 


3,500£gs. 


3.442 gms f 

3.493.2 


1 ,600 kgs 

j • * 

Not weighed 

9665 grm 




300 gms 


il 


298.75 gms 


300.05 gi 
.. 8 /- 


Aver's let 
•Nine pieces of 
gold 


v 


— 


V 


& 





9. At the time of taking over of the valuables in Tokyo 

Shri Chettur pointed out that the veight as found by the Mission 
was more than what was shown in Col.Habibur Rahman* s letter. 

The latter had also not mentioned the thi±d package containing 


\ 


* 


dust and base metal; according to Shri Ram Murthy this had been 


i i 


/ 


omitted as it was practically worthless. Shri Chettur 'fcund 
two suspicious circumstances, one that the pieces of gold handed j 
over by Shri Ram Murthy appeared to be bright and completely 

• * « j 

untarnished and did not appear to have been kept in custody for 
nearly six years as was claimed. Shri Ayer, who was supposed 

| 

to have left the gold pieces with Shri Ram Murthy in 1945 had 
asserted that the pieces were exactly in the form in which he 

had brought them from Saigon. Farther, the 20,000 Yen handed 

1 1 

over to the Mission was in the notes then current and not in 

; • -1 

the notes current in 1945* Shri Chettur was at fehfit time able r 

N- k ' , j 

to get a confidential report from the Japanese Foreign Ministry 

• # # 4 

on the question of the treasure. According to this, Netaji 

had substantial quantity of gold ornaments and precious stones 

suit- 

in Saigon but wlias allowed to carry 1 only two/cases on the ill 

V 

fated flight. .Even those two suit-cases, according to 
Shri Chettur, must have carried very much more than vhat was 
handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to the Mission in 1951. There 

I 1 

were also uncertainties surrounding the fate of the bulH of 
the treasure which Netaji had left in Saigon itself; that it 
yas substantial is indicated' by the fact that on 26th January 
1945» Netaji had been weighed against goto. Against this 
background, Shri Chettur felt that it was difficult to believB 
that the 300 grams of gold handed over by Shri Ram Murthy to 
the Mission represented all that Shri Ayer had brought from 


Saigon. Shri Chettur drew the conclusion that Shri Ayer, 

9 /- 


» 



apprehensive of the early conclusion of the Peace"Treaty, had 

come to Tokyo to "divide the loot and salve his and Shri Ram , 

Murthy 1 s conscience by the handing over of a small quantity - 

to the Government in the hope that by doing so, he vould also 
* ' ■ , 
succeed in drawing a red herring across the trail", r •- 

i i ' V . 1 

10. The Netaji Enquiry Committee in 1956 has not drawn 
any specific conclusions on whether the treasure had been 
misappropriated, and if so, by whom. The Committee concluded 

• . i 

that the chaired and damaged pieces of gold and jewwellery 
etc. which are in the National Museum formed a part of Netaji* s 
baggage in his last journey and were salvaged from the Taihoku 
Airport and later recovered from Shri Ham Murthy. The CcmmilLtee 
also found that what was handed over by Shri Ram Murthy in 1951 

tallied with the list signed by Cdl.Habibur Rahman. But the 

( 

Committee could reach no conclusion on how much of valuables 

, * . v ' t 

were carried by Netaji in his last flight and how much of it 
was redovered, particularly since the two suit-cases slid to 

i 

have been taken by Netaji had not been weighed; the Committee 
was of the view that the quantity that has been recovered was 
muph lets than all that Netaji carried with him. In view of the 

- i 

discrepancies in statements relating to the conclusion of the 

• • . • ) 

valuables from Taihoku Airport, their subsequent custody and . 

< 

handing over toMetaji's associates, the Ccxnmittee expressed 
the opinion that "it was far from clear as to what was dollected 
from IRaihoku Airport, whether and when the container was changed 
whether there vas any subtraction andrwho took delivery of it 
in Tokyo and when". The Committee suggested that in case a sep- 
arate inquiry Ihto this was considered necessary, such an 
inquiry would have to cover not only the treasure carried by 
Netaji on his last journey but also examination of the entire 
assests and liabilities, in cash and kind, of the Provisional 


10 /- 


- 10 - 


^ y 

Government of'Azad Hind. The Committee was however wa^"riot sure 

| » 

whether such an inquiry would serve any purpose after the lapse 

of time espedially since whatever records there might have been. * 

, - ' ' . ' • •• 

had been destroyed. 




11. 




The one-man Inquiry Commission headed Justice Khosla ‘ 

not 

in Report dated 30th June 197*+ did/go into any detail on the 

' r * 

\ subject of the treasure. The Commission had not specifically 
{enquired into this matter. The Commission has noted a suggestion 
made to it that part of the treasure had been misappropriated 
by Shrl Ram Murthy and his brother J.Murthy. But the Commission < 
could not find any satisfactory proof of such misappropriation 
and felt that "no useful purpose could be served by pursuing" 

J g 

a quest which was not likely to yield anything definite or 

worthwhile". v . ’ ( 

% * + 

12. In October 195J_^ our -^^assador in Tokyo was asked 

whether the treasure could noVbe brought over to India as our 

£ 

Peace Treaty with Japan had come into force. The Mission proposed 

% r 

on 27th October 1952 that the valuables be sent with Shri Damle 

r° 

Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculuture , who was on a 

'O 

visit to Tokyo at that time and vas returning to India on 7th 

November. The Mission felt that it was not necessary to refer 

the matter to the Japanese Government who hadevinced no interest 

in the matter. Due to delay in the flight Shri Damle, reached 

Delhi on the 10th evening by PANAM flight No. 3. At the request 

of Ministry of External Affairs, instructions were issued to the 

Customs examination under the 'note and pass' procedurepn the 
d 1 

understaning thqt the articles would be assessed later and custom j 

duty paid by the Ministry of External Affairs. An impdrt permit 

« 1 1 

from the Reserve Bank of India was also not insisted upon. - 


11 /- 


.3» According to the records, Shri Damle on artival 

< . 
delivered the valuables to Shri H.Dayal, then Joint Secretary 

(Administration) in the Ministry of External Affairs • The suit- , 

cases vas kept in his cabinet. Thereafter, on an unspecified 

\ - 

date, the valuables were.checkdd and veighed. The resulsts of ' 

' i 

the weighing are in the table given earlier ( it is to be noted 

A . ' l 

that neither the earlier list sent by cur Mission in Tokyo 
indicating the weights as found at the time of taking over of , 
valuables from Shri Ram Murthy nor the list as prepared in the 

< i 

Ministry after arrival of the items here are signed or authenti- 
cated), The valuables were sonsidered to be worth abcut . 

Rs.90,000 at that time; this is presumably based on a message 

from the Mission in Tokyo before despatch of the goods that they 

f i 

might be insured far Rs.90,000/- Prime Minister inspected the 

articles on 9.1.1953* He minuted as follows: - 

"I saw this treasure. It made a poor show. Apart 
from some gold pieces, it consisted of charred 
remains of some rather cheap jewellery chiefly sane 
silver and gold articles, all broken up. I think ' ’ 
that this should be kept as it is. Apart from 
everything else, it is sane evidence of the aircraft { 
accident and subsdqutont fire". 

14-. The question of exempting the valuables from Custons . - 

duty was taken up with the Ministry of Finance. It was suggested 
to the Ministry of External Affairs that in case these were 
considered as articles of historical value which would be kept in 
a public place, exemption could be feiven. This was confiemed 
by the Ministry and exemption from customs duty was accorded. 

15. As regards the custody of the box containing valuable -■ 

this vas taken over by Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secret ary (Adminis- 
tration) on 26th Septembet, 1953 and deposited in the 
Treasurer's safe. , On $th October 1953 i the box was double 

' 12 


12 



saled with an NGO seal and a IM* a Secretariat seal in presence 
of Deputy Secretary( Administration). It is seen from a subseq- 
uent note that the box containing the valuables had been put 

* ' » * 

inside a sealed bag and deposited in the cash chest of the 

• ' x 

Ministry. • 

i6. The Ministry of External Affairs was in.taich with - 

the PM’s Secretariat in regard to the. eventual disposal of these 
valuables. On 12.11*1953 the Prime Minister suggested that the 
Ministry of Education take charge of the’ treasure after inspection 

• i f 

Following this, Shri Eumayun Kabir of the Ministry of Education 

f «. \ , 

Shri J.K.Roy, Superintendent: Central Asian Antiquities Museum 

... 1 ’ \ 

(National Museum) and Joint Secretary(Administration) , Ministry 
of External Affairs, inspected the treasure on 27*11 *1953* i 

Thereafter Shri Kabir recorded a note to the effect that the 

. * 

items vere not suitable for exhibition and therefore these could 
best be handed over to the family of Netaji Bose, if , necessary, 
after a brief exhibition in Delhi* The then Minister of 
Education, Maulana* AbuIL Kalam Arad suggested that these items 
be haded over to Netaji ( s family. However, . Prime Minister in a 

i 

minute recorded on 2.12.1953 stated that the articles could not 
be sent to the Netaji's family as the family had shown no interest 

^ t • 

in them and were not prepared to admit that Netaji had died in 
that accident. PM stated that while there was no question of 
.holding an exhibition of these articles, since they were of histo 
rical value, they should be kept carefully. Following these 

i 

instructions, the Ministry of Edu cation decided that the treasur 
locked in abox and sealed, would be depbsited in the National 
Museum. This was done on 30th December, 1953* I n & note 
recorded on the taking over, which has been signed by Shri J.K. 

13 /- 


- 4 * - 


. » l 

^ i * 

| ? / 


'"V 



’ .loy, superintendent, National Museum, Shri A.C.Banerji of t^he 
National Muweaiid Shri Devi Dyal, Deputy Secretary (Administration) 
Ministry of External Affairs, it is stated that the box containing 
the treasure as per list on the file vas opened, contents checked 
and therefifter re-locked and re-sealed vith the NGO seal of the 

i ' 

Ministry of External Affairs and handed over along with the key 
to Shri Roy. Shri Roy has recorded on 2.1.195^ that the treasure 
has been safely deposited in the National Museum. 

17. As regards the sum of Yen 20, OCX)/- which had been handed 

over to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, by Shri Ram M\Jrthy, this 
amount was taken into Government account for purposes of transfer 

' « . V 


to India. This amount, equivalent to Rs.265/- and 10 annas, 

, # » 

remained in the Ministry of External Affairs pending a decision 
on its disposal. On 2.12.5**> Prime Minister’s Secretariat 
instructed that this amount be handed over to the INA Relief 
Fund of the AICC. This was accordingly done on l6.12.195 1 ** 
against a receipt issued by the AICC. The papers relating to 

the INA Treasure had been made available to the Netaji Inquiry 

) 

/ | 

Committee in 1956. The Report of the Committee indicates that 

* ® 

the Committee inspected the valuables at the National Museum twi< . 
on the second occasion along with Kundan Singh, Netaji’s 
personal valet, who identified a number of articles as belonging 
to Netaji. It would appear after the inspection, the box was 
re-sealed with the NGO seal of the Ministry of External Affairs. 


18. The box was openedagain on 9. 10. 78 on Prime Minister’* 

instructions. Additional Secretary, Department of Culture, 

« 

Director, National Museum, Director General 5 Archaelogical 
Survey of India, vere present at the opening; representatives 
of the Ministry of External Affairs were also present thcxigh 


. . • . «l4 



- Ilf - • ^ 

/ | \ I 4 

’ / \ l ‘ 

not at the initial opening of the box. Detailed information 
on the results of examination of the articles vculd be 
available vith the Department of Culture and Prime Minister's 
Office. However, the weights of different packages, as now 
ascertained by Museum officials have been give in the table 
on page 7 . This information was provided by the Prime 
Minister's office. 

• • i 
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SECRET 


Ishrat Aziz 

Additional Secretary (AD ) 


No.25/4/NGO-Vol.III 


October 


1994 


Please refer to your D.O. No . 69-2/94-NM 


dated October 5, 1994 regarding Netaji's treasure 

boxes . 


From our records it appears that a detailed 
on this subject was forwarded to 


2 . 


note 


Dr. N.R- Bane rjee, the then Director, National 
Museum, rnder cover of our U.O. No . 25/4/NGC-Vol . Ill 
dated December 21, 1978. 

3. A copy of the same is forwarded herewith 
once again. 


Yours sincerely 



y 


( Ishrat Aziz ) 


Shri Ashok Vajpeyi 
Joint Secretary & 
Director General, 
National Museum. 


Ends:- As above. 


^ r or . 4* *' *• Al«* * f* y 



, /• Most Confidential 

(p / «> 



TT% (iil» 

A 


NATIONAL MUSEUM 


Ashok Vajpeyi, 

Joint Secretary & DG 


D.O.No.F. 


Phone: 3018159, 382696 


October , 1994 j Q QJ 


Dear Shri Katju, t v 

Enclosed find herewith a letter received from Shri Bijan 
v, Ghosh, Advocate, Supreme Court of India dated 20.9. 1994 regarding 

/^Netaji's treasure Boxes . 

/ • 

I 

There is one sealed cover received by the National Museum 
authorities from the Ministry of External Affairs which has been entered in 
the General Accession Register. Since this packet is mentioned as 

Confidential/ classified object, the packet was taken over by the National 
Museum without verifying the contents. The contents inside the packet 
are not known because the pages in the General Accession Register 
containing the details of the packet are again sealed by the National 
Museusm authorities. I therefore, request you to kindly look into the 
matter and assist the National Museum if the facts are available in the 
Ministry of External Affairs. 


With regards. 


5ihri Vivek Katju, 

Joint Secretary (Admn.) 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
South Block, 

New Delhi 


Yours sincerely. 




, L rt- 



a 




A) 




(k w 


arm, ^ ftwfl- 1 10 01 1: ho wr*pra ; M)\9272:^f^ 31-66553^ it^ ^ 

Jan path. New Delhi- 1 1001 1; (iram MIJSI UM; telephone 30 1 9272 ; Telex : 31-66553 NMND IN 
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No:F Nty 

Government of India 
Department of Culture 
National Museum 
Janpath 


New Delhi, 


1 o 

the 


on 1994 


The Joint Secretary (,/vW'Vv'^ 
Ministry of External Affairs 
South Block 
Room No. 149-D 
New Delhi 


Sir , 


This is in connection with the Neta^Ji’s Treasure 
Boxes for which a letter has been issued by Sh. ftshok Vajpeyi, 
Joint Secretary (V)/Director General, National Museum. A copy of 
the letter of Sh. Bijan Ghosh, Advocate, Supreme Court of India, 
is sent herewith, as discussed over telephone. 


I 


Yours 

— 


faithfully/ 
^ 


(Manikuntala 

Administrative 


Sarkar ) 
Officer 


Enc: As above 


bi/ian ghosh 

ADVOCATE 
SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 


By Hand 


To, 

The Director (nsL-'i' d 
National Museum 
Janpath ad. 

New Delhi-1 


6 LAWYERS’ CHAMBERS 
SUPREME COURT BUILDINGS 
NEW DELHI - 1 10 OOI 



Sub* NETAJI'S TREASURE BOXES 
Dear Sir, 


I understand from the old records that the then Prime 
Minister of India, Mr. Morarji Desi y made a statement 
in the Lok Sabha on 22nd Noveirber 1978 that there aft* 
two boxes containing the jewelleries^ ktmt bee* kept in 
the National Museum for safe custody; 

and even the M.P.'s were /are not allowed to see the 
contents of the boxes. 

He, however, gave the details of the contents of the boxes. 


In the Public Interest, you are honestly requested to apprise 
me whether the two boxes are still lying with the National Museum 
or have been kept in any other place. 

You are further requested to supply me a copy of the details of 
the contents of the boxes as given by then Prime Minister. 

I am most reasonably expecting your reply within 7 days from 
receipt of this letter. 

This is to put on records that I have challenged the conferring 
of 'Bharat Ratna* upon Netaji posthumously, in the Court of law 
and the matter is pending disposal before the Apex Court. 

I hope all sorts of cooperation from your office in the Public 
Interest and for the Public purpose. 

Thank you. 



(BIJAN GHOSH) 


. C/ . *$Lou~> , 

<>?o 


c.c . 


